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STATE O^ TENKESSEE, 
Office State Superintendent of Public Schools, 

Nashville, December 15, 1877* 

To His Excellency, Jaa. D, Porter, Governor of Tennessee .* 

Sir— I have the honor herewith to submit my Atliiual 
report of the Public Schools of Tennessee, from which it 
appears, that notwithstanding many discouraging circumstances, 
a marked advance has been made, during the time covered by 
the same from September 1, 1876, to August 31, 1877. 

I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LEON TROUSDALE, 
StcUe Superintendent Public Schools,. 
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The sumnxarie^ here submitted exhibit a decided and gratifying 
^progress in our Public School system during the scholastic year 
ending August 31, 1877, It will be noted that there has been a 
decrease in tlie receipts of sibliool money, as compared to any pre- 
vious year since the inaugarfttion of our present system, which 
was followed, of course, by 5 decrease in expenditures^ This de- 
crease amounted to $120,311.67, as compared with the previous 
year, and to $280,035.62, as compared with the year 1874, when 
the Public Schools, under the. operation of the present law, were 
opened. This fact, united with the general depression in financial 
affairs, when allowed its due weight, presents very high encour- 
agement in estimating the marked advance made in enrollment, 
average attendance and the improved standard oi teaching, as 
shown by the reports of County Superintendents, and exhibited in 
the following summaries: 
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313,582 
316,628 
319,746 
326,312 
330,936 



104,608 
103,856 
106,241 
108,819 
111,523 



418.185 
420,384 
426,612 
434,131 
442,458 



Increase over 1876 | 5,623 | 2,704 | 8,327 
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ENROLLMENT, ATTENDANCE, ETC. 
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1874 

1875* 

1876 1 

18771 

Increase of 1877 over ] 876 



258,577 
199,058 
194,180 
227,643 
88,463 



161,089 
136,805 
125,908 
142,266 
16,358 



6,150 
3,942 
8,897 
4,604 
807 



5 551 
4,210 
4,210 
5,001 
79 



'='17 counties not reporting enrollment and attendance. 
tl2 connties not reporting enrollment and attendance. 

1 6 counties not reporting enrollment and 8 daily attendance, and three counties not reporting 
number of teachers and schools. 
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GRADED AND CONSOLIDATED SCHOOLS. 



YEAB8. 


No. Graded Schools. 


No. Consolidated Schools. 


1876 
1877 


152 
196 


156 
171 


Increase. 44 15 



WHITE AND COLORED SCHOOLS. 

Enumeration: Total white, 330,935 ; total colored, 111,523; grand 
total, 442,458. 



ENROLLMENT* 



Total white, 171,535; total colored, 43,043; grand total, 227,641?. 

Per cent, of enrollment on Scholastic population of white children, 
.518. Per cent, of enrollment on Scholastic population of colored 
children, .386. An enrollment of 13,065 is not classified. 
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1778 
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3388 
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$1,011,853 79 
1,045,266.04 



$37,090.00 
45; 548- 45 



Increase 
33,412.25 



Increase 

8,458.45 



1,048,943.79 
1,090,814.49 

Increase 

41,870.70 



TEACHERS LICENSED. 
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Increase over 1876 . ., 149 
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AMOUNT OF MONEY RECEIVED DUEING THE YEAR. 
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1874 
1875 
1876 

1877 



265,951.53 
212,840.57 
276,477.52 
162,280.28 



522,45.317 
860,369.87 
309,116.06 



21C, 054. 40, 998,469.10 
152 187.78|740,316.«3 
121.303.841838,736.15 



244,603.321 71,923.28i 718,423 4^ 



Decrease as compared with year 1876 $120,311.67. 
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769,459.75 
582,918.11 
558,518.20 
565,651.^1 



$101,875 98 
44,406.44 
47,014.34 
46,381.37 



$37,023.64 
16 384.64 
16.358.00 
15,422.00 



$69,017.09 
42,420.14 
55,965.09 
51,019.21 



$977,876 47 
703,358.98 
698,220.86 
691,071.66 



Increase Decrease Decrease Decrease Decrease 
7,133 41 632 97 936,00 4,945.88 7 148.70 



*NoTE— The reports from several counties only include the total of expenditures, without giving 
itemti. The same is tnue of the reiceipts. 



PRIVATE SCHOOLS. 
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♦Seventy counties reported 1877. 



Dec' Dec' Dec' Dec' Dec' 
58 104 3125 607 33 c 



COUNTY INSTITUTES. 

187©. Number held during the year 77 

1877. Number held during the year 104 

Increase of 27 
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RATE OF COUNTY TAX. 

COUNTIES LEVYING 30 CENTS AD VALOREM ON PEOPERTY, 

Obiou— 1. 

COUNTIES LEVYING 25 CENTS. 

Blount, Cumberland — 2. 

COUKTiea LEVYING 20 CENTS. 

Bedford, Campbel], Carter, Franklin, Gibson, Greene, Jacksoffl 
Johnson, Macon, Marion, McNairy, Roaue, Sevier, Stewart — 14. 

COUNTIES LEVYING 16 CENTS. 

Coffee, Lake, Sumner — 3. 

COUNTIES LEVYING 10 CEKTS. 

Anderson, Bledsoe, Bradley, _Cannon, Claiborne, Cocke, Davidsonj 
DicksoD, Dyer, Grainger, Grundy, Hamblen, Hamilton, Hawkins, 
Haywood, Jefferson, Knox, Lawrence, Lewis, Lincoln, Madison, 
Monroe, Morgan, Polk, Rutherford, Sequatchie, Tipton^ Ubhjb, 
Washington, Williamson — 30. 

COUNTIES LEVING 8 CENTS. 

Warren — 1 . 

COUNTIES LEVYING 6 CENTS. 

Giles, Houston, Montgomery, Shelby — 4, 

COUNTIES LEVYING 2 CENTS. 

Maury — 1. 

COUNTIES LEVYING NO PEOPEETY TAX, 

Benton, Carroll, Cheatham, Clay, Crockett, Decatur, DeKalw 
Fayette, Fentress, Hancock, Hardeman, Hardin, Henderson, Hem 
ry, Hickman, Humphreys, James, Lauderdale, Loudon, MarshcJ 
McMiuD, Meigs, Moore, Overton, Perry, Putnam, Rhea, Robert 
son, Scott, Smith, Sullivan, Trousdale, Unicoi, Van. Bureiu 
AVayne, White, Wilson— 37. 

COUNTIES LEVYIKQ A POLL TAX FOB SCHOOLS. 

Anderson, Bedford, Bledsoe, Blount, Campbell, Cannon, Cartea 
Claiborne, Cocke, Coffee, Cumberland, Davidson, Dyer, Franklin 
Gibson, Giles, Grainger, Greene, Grundy, Hamblen, Hamiltonl 
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Hawkins, Haywood, Jefferson, Johnson, Lake, Lewis, Lincoln, 
Loudon, Macon, Madison, Marion, Marshall, Maury, McNairy, 
Moigs^ Monroe, Morgan, Obipn, Roane, Rutherford, Sevier, Stew- 
art, Tipton, Union, Warren, Washington, Weakley, Williamson — 49. 

■ COUNTIES LEVYING A PEIVILEGE TAX. 

Blount, Cannon, Cumberland, Gibson, Greene, Grundy, Hamb- 
len, Hamilton, Haywood, Houston, Marion, Maury, Monroe, 
Obion, Roane, Rutherford, Union, Warren, Washington, William- 
#011—20. 

COUNTIES LEVYING NO TAX WHATEVER. 

Be&ton, Carroll, Cheatham, Clay, Crockett, Decatur, DeKalb, 
Fayette, Fentress, Hancock, Hardeman, Hardin, Henderson^ Hen- 
ry, Hickman, Humphreys, James, Lauderdale, McMinn, Moore, 
Overton, Perry, Putnam, Rhea, Robertson, Scott, Smith, Sullivan, 
Ijfousdale^ Unicoi, Van Buren, Wayne, White, Wilson — 34. 

Counties levying some supplemental tax — 60. 

Counties levying no tax — 34. 

EVIDENCES OF IMPROVEMENT. 

The schools have been embarrassed, during the past year, by the 
non-payment of the tax, resulting from the postponement of the 
same by act of the General Assembly. The net balances on hand 
at the close of the previous scholastic year, aggregating $132,493.72, 
as reported by the respective counties, partially remedied this 
S3rious drawback, and enabled them to exhibit the gratifying in- 
crease in enrollment of 33,463, amounting to 17j per cent., and of 
average attendance 16,358, besides the opening of 807 more schools, 
and the employment of 791 more teachers than in the previous 
year. 

This exhibit is accompanied by a manifest and well ascertained 
improvement in the standard of teaching, which is the result of 
greater care by the County Superintendents in scrutinizing the 
qualifications of teachers and in granting certificates to teach, and 
by a spirit of inquiry among the teachers themselves, as to the best 
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methods. The reports of County Superintendents, with a few € 
ceptions, note this improvement. And I have had the pleasure Q 
testing it by personal observation during my tours through the diffi 
ent portions of the State. 



GRADED AKD CONSOLIDATED SCHOOLS, 

Another evidence of progress is the increase of graded schools 
over the previous year — of 44, and of consolidated echoolg — of 15. 
During the year a well organized system of graded city achoola hat 
been put in operation in the city of Clarksvillc, with the most s 
isfactory results, under the general operation of our school laif 
supplemented by a small municipal tux, and by some aid from the J 
Peahody fund. The same may be said of the small town of War- 
trace in Bedford county, wliieh has set an example worthy of imita- 
tion. 

The towns of Shelbyville, Bedford county, and of Trenton, Gib- 
son county, l^ad previously illustrated the advantages of such an 

- organization, and continue to advance in the movement so success- 
fully begun. These examples have sufficiently proven that a suo- 
cessfnl graded system is practicable in towns of limited population, 
well as in the greater cities of Nashville, Edgefield, Memphis, 
Chattanooga and Knoxville. There is, then, just ground for believ- 
5 that not ouly every town and village in the State will finally en- 
roll in such an organization, but that these gradfd aehools will be gen- 
erally distributed in the country districts of the State. In some of 
the rural districts, good progress has been made in this direction, 
and in aome localities, where schools perfectly graded have not 
been realized, ^ar(in^ grading has been adopted with good results. 
A practical obstacle to progress in this matter is presented in the 
great variety of text-books used in the different districts, and often 

' in the same district and the same school. Under our law, very few 
counties have been able to agree upon uniformity, in consequence of 
the abaeuee of any absolute authority to enforce it. And this cause. 
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is reinforced by another still more serious, resultiijjf from the ina- 
bility of very many parents to purchase the necessary text-books. 

While such facts as these lay bare the formidable obstacles which 
must be overcome in the growth of our school system, they impress 
at the same time upon all thoughtful minds, the absolute and crying 
necessity that exists for the interposition of the State, for the aid of 
the counties, and for the influence of all good citizens in providing 
means for the intellectual and moral training of the future custodians 
of political trusts. 

Such obstacles, though formidable, are not insuperable, and will 
be gradually swept away by the advancing sentiment and the iron 
energy which have aggregated from very small beginnings in every 
part of the State until they have become a positive force, not to be 
overcome by mere clamor, but destined to triumph — even now 
triumphing over every discouragement and all enemies. 

SCHOLASTIC POPULATION. 

The scholastic poplation has increased since the previous year 
8,327, and since 1873, 24,273; or about '058 in four years. In- 
crease of white children, between 6 and 18 years of age, 17,357, 
and of colored, 6,920, since 1873. 

WHITE AND COLORED SCHOOLS. 

The percent, of enrollment of white pupils, in the schools on 
white scholastic population, is 51-8; and of colored children, on 

colored scholastic population, is .38-6. The disparity is accounted 
for by the sparseness of the colored population in some counties — 
there not being a number sufficient in the school districts to organ- 
ize a school. The same advantages are offered to both races by the 
law, and in districts where the colored race prevails, they are 
not slow to avail themselves of the opportunity. Much complaint 
is made in almost every county of the incompetency of colored 
teachers, and of the difficulty in supplying tliose well qualified. 
This difficulty is being gradually overcome by the various colored 
colleges of the State, especially those located at the capital, in meet- 
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iog this need. I have strictly instructed County Superintendents 
not to issue certificates to incompetent teachers, either white or col- 
ored — regarding the employment of aiich persons as a waste of the 
school fund, 

SCHOOL HOUSES. 
Next to ahle teachers there is no point in educational progress 
more important than well-located and properly constructed school 
bouses. Such houses are not only necessary to the health and pro- 
gress of pupils, but they exert a powerful influence in increasing 
the average attendance and in popularizing the school system, In ■ 
ne counties the people have been awakened to a sense oi the ne- 
I cessity thus indicated, and the erection ot 272 new houses is re- 
I ported. Some of these have been paid for out of the school fund, 
ne have been built by private enterprise, and others by combin- 
ed individual and public funds. The school fund is too small to 
provide for such constructions, without discontinuing the schools 
for a limited period, which is a serious evil. The school directors 
have been earnestly advised to secure private aid when practicable. 
But in some districts this can not be done, and it becomes an alter- 
native to fall back on the school fund, or to have no schools. lu' 
such cases the directors have been advised to build the houses, 
an indispensable necessity, it becoming, in the language of the law^ 
the only wny open "to promote the interest of schools in theie 
respective districts." Convenience of location to the residents 
the district, and health and comfort to the pupils, are also enjoined 
as being required by the conditions of any material advance in th< 
improvement of schools. Nothing but absolute poverty and desti- 
tution should prevent the erection of a commodious school-bouae,^ 
with good seats, black-boards and elementary charts in every neigh- 
borhood of the State. 

Were such improvements provided and the Public Schools thua 
made comfortable and attractive, they would, Hhe the comfortable 
and attractive home, captivate the affections of the most obstinate 
opponents of the system. 
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^"The large decrease in the receipts of school money for the year, 
amounting to $120,311.67, is mostly due to the postponement of 
the ooHectiou of taxes. It may be here remarked that the classi- 
fication of receipts by that received "from State," "from county," 
and from "other sources," is not accurate, on account of the re- 
spective County Truatecs almost invariably failing to keep an ac- 
count of the sources from which the money is derived, and report- 
ing the same to the clerks of the districts. A portion of 
the receipts from the State is reported by some of the 
Superintendents as received from other "sources," while others 
make no report of receipts from State or county, and carry the ag- 
gregate to the "total." Thus the total does not balance with the 
sura of the items. 

In connection with the reports of receipts and expenditures, it 
should be mentioned that the close of the scholastic year is fixed by 
law at such a time (August 31) as to defeat the rendering of accu- 
rate reports, from the fact that the greater numbers of the country 
schools are then in session, thus making it impracticable to return 
exact accounts to tliat period. From this cause many reports from 
counties are mingled with the preceding or succeeding year. The 
time of closing the scholastic year should be changed either to 
June 30 or December 31. The former, I think, would be preferable. 

EXPENDITTJBB8. 

The expenditures are less than last year by $7,133.44 for 
teachers; for building and repairing, including sites, furniture and 
apparatus, less by $682.97; for Superintendents' salaries, less by 
$936; averaging for 73 counties the sum of" $211,26. Other 
expenses less by $4,94t5.S8. Furniture and apparatus are included 
in the item of building and repairing, and amounts to $8,442.03. 
The amount paid to clerks and treasurers is included in "other 
expenses," and is $13,089.02. The County Suj>ennteDdents' salaries 
arc not included in the table, in "total expenditures," and when 
added thereto increase the "total expenditures" to $699,613.69. 
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This total ia further increased by tlie following items, constituUi 
the expenditures of the State Superintendent's o£Sce, which, in at 
dition to the salary allowed by law, ia required to furnish blau 
forma for teachers' eontvaetflj clerks' bonds, directors' reporl 
' teachers' registers, etc., for 2,100 school districts, and blank fore 
for Superintendenta' reports for 94 counties, together with print«j 
reports from this office, circulars, etc. 

This amount is paid by warrant from the State Comptroller 
the Treasurer, and is charged against the interest on school funi 
is books, as provided by law. It is as follows, from 1st of Sej 
tember, 1876, to Slat August, 1877: 

r State Superintendent's Mtlary $8,000 I 

f Piintiog. (mcluding reportp, blanks, registers, circulars, etc.) 2,510 I 

W Postage 75 ( 



Balance 81 3,324 4* 

This annual expenditure for public schools is small enough to 
satisfy the calculations of the most economical who admit the" 
necessity of the system, in a government of universal suffrage 
founded upon the virtue and intelligence ot the people. It is just 
$1.51 per capita of school population in the State; $3.10 to eacK 

I enrolled pupil in one year, and Slcts. to each inhabitant of thci 
State according to the census of 1870. If the system is worth 
anything, it is worth this small expenditure. Is itliot worth mucV 
more to improve and elevate it? This is a question worth consider- 
ering, when we reflect that some of the American States profitably 
expend ?22 per capita of school population on their public 
schools, 
mo 



PRIVATE BCH00L8. 
There are reports from 70 counties as to private schools, four 
bmorc than in 1876, which show a decrease of 58 schools; 104 



16 



REPORT OF THE 



^ 



teachers; 3,125 enrollment; 607 average attendance, and 33c. cx>8t 
of pupil per month. /The total number of public and private schools, 
is 6,629; of public and private teachers, 6,148; of pnpils enrolled 
in public and private schools, 256,524; of pupils in average atten- 
dance on public and private schools, 159,479. The cost_of private 
pupils enrolled per month, is 33g. less than in 1876j but 62c. more 
than in the public schools. In these schools is not included the 
Universities, Colleges, or Secondary Schools, or schools for the 
superior instruction of ladies. 
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In Janaary, 1877, 1 issued a circular, announcing that I would 
hold, during the year, a Teachers' Institute and Convention of 
County Superintendents in each Congress! on i\l District of the State. 
I was ably and promptly seconded in this measure by most of the 
County Superintendents. These Institutes were held at Jonesboro, 
Maryville, Pikcville, Shelbyville, Carthage, Clarksville, Colombia, 
Lexiugton, Trenton and LaGrange. I was present and presided 
over each one of them, excepting only that at Lexington, which I 
was prevented from attending by an unavoidable mistake, result- 
ing from the miscarriage of letters from the County Superintendent 
of Henderson County. These Institujes were an encouraging success, 
and were attended by an average of about fifty teachers, each, and 
a majority oJ the County Superintendents in most of the districts. 
Many of the ablest and most efficient and skillful teachers and lec- 
turers in the State were in attendance and actively participated in 
the discussions. Wherever they were held the citieens of the lo- 
cality turned out and were entertained by the exercises. The peo- 
ple everywhere exhibited the most warm-hearted hospitality in 
entertaining teachers> and the amateurs of music, both ladies and 
gentlemen, contributed their sStill and art to the proceedings. 
Gentlemen of other professions, Clergymen, Lawyers and 
Pbyeicians were active participants. There is hut one senti- 
ment, as to the solid value of these meetings, in arousing the \ 
. teachers to the importance of their work, in stimulating to inquiry 
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and exertion, in enlarging their views and in awakening their pj 
fesaional zeal and pride. The spirit which is thus kindled leads 
new exertions, to oloaer investigation and to more diligent stud; 
in the teachers themselves, and to a. more solid respect for their pi 
fession and for the schools, over which they preside, by the 
munity generally. They are the most powerful inBtrumentality and 
the most universally recognized for populariziug and improving 
the public school system, and for elevating the standard of teaohiii 
In some States, liberal appropriations are made for their main! 
nance and support. But it is much to the credit of our teaoht 
that their efforts were entirely voluntary, and that no appropm 
tion was made to suetain them, excepting the balance left of $60C 

L appropriated by Dr. Sears, the Greneral Agent of the Peabody Edtt 
cation Fund, in 1876, which was used to pay the traveling a 
penses of able lecturers. So apparent has been the influence 'i 
these Institutes, that it Is contemplated to hold them regnlarfj 
hereafter. 

The State Teachers' Institute (colored) alsO held about flfteej 
Normal Institutes, in different jmrts of the State, for the benefit at. 
colored teachers, and I have reason to believe, with considerable ad- 
vantage to them. The Professors of Fisk, Tennessee Central an< 
Nashville Normal Institute, assisted Prof. Spence, the Presidentj 
in organizing and instructing these Institutes. Upon my recom- 
mendation, Dr. Sears, General Agent of the Peabody Fund, granted 

, an appropriation of $200 to pay the expenses of the mantigeH 
and instructors, 

STATE TEACHEEB* ASSOCIATION. 
The 3tat« Teachers' Association convened in Annnal session in 
January, at the office of the Commissioner of Agriculture, Statisti«a 
and Mines, President James T. Leath in the Chair; It. W. Weaklejr 
Secretary. Several able papers were read, and much discussion had 
with reference to amendments ta the ^chuul Law. A committee 
[ was appointed to memorialize the General Assembly, as to those 
2 
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amendiiieiits, cflmposed of Ex-Governor N. S. Brown, Col. John 
Frizzcl, Prof. N. T. Lupton, Dr. W. P. Jonea and S. Y. Caldwell, 
Superintendent of City Schools, Nashville. This committee sub- 
mitted a memorial to the General Assembly, embodying certain 
amendments, the moat important of which was the organization of 
a Central County Board of Education, by the different Boards of 
Directors, for the purpose of unifying the work in counties, and 
Mcuring a broader, more responsible and more intelligent adminis- 
tration of the public schools. The bill accompanyingthe memorial 
Tfas reported on favorably by the enlightened Chairman of the 
Committee on Education, in the House, Mr. Peters of Shelby, but 
did not reach its third reading in that body. The memorial ap- 
8 in the appendix. 

CITY SCHOOLS. 

The statistics of the schools of Nashville, Memphis, Chattanooga, 
Knoxville, Edgefield and Clarksville, are included in the reports of 
the counties in which these cities are stituated. 

STATE NORMAL COLLEGE. 

The report of the Secretary of the State Board of Education, 
which is incorporated the report of the President of the State 
Sformal College, is so complete, as to demand no additional sugges- 
tions, excepting that, if necessary, I could bear personal testimony, 
from frequent visits to the Normal College, to its high state of 
e£Sciency, its unexceptionable management and the thorough manner 
in which it is accomplishing its peculiar and important work, 

PEABODY FUND. 

The State continues to enjoy the blessing dispensed from the 
Peabody Education Fund, through its dietinguiahed General Agent, 
Dc Sears. Though the amount appropriated to our State is not so 
large as formerly, oa account of a greater demand being made by 
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our eiiater Southern Stales, yet every^ coniideration has beea Bhoi 
to our educational wants that the means of the General Agi 
could command. He has promptly responded to every 
which could reasonably be made upon him. In addition 
the sum of $9,000, appropriated to the State Normal College, dur- 
ing the years 1876-7, the following amounts have been distributed 
to graded schools, on the conditions prescribed for grants of aid 
to such institutions : 

Charleston High School, Bradley county $ 200 0( 

Murfreesboro High School, Rutherford county 160 0( 

Lagrange School, Fayette county 160 OC 

Benton High School, Polk county 160 0( 

Brownsville High School, Haywood county-.. ■■ 200 0( 

Covington School, Tipton county 200 ( 

Salem School, James county 150 ( 

Union Schools, Clarksville, Montgomery county 550 OC 

Thompson Seminary, Davidson county 200 0(1 

KnoxviMe City Schools, Knox county 750 OC 

South Normal Primary, Washington county ,. 160 00 

Cane Creek Academy, McMinn county 150 OC 

Mt. Olive Academy, Obion county 150 Ofl 

Powell Station High School, Knox county 150 OC 

Peabody High School, Gibson county ,.,. 300 OC 

Union Seminary, Dyer county 150 00 

Mossy Creek Preparatory, Jefferson county 200 OC 

Union City High School, Obion county 300 OC 

Shelbyville High School, Bedford county 1500 OOt 



I 0< 



?5,750 00 



l_ _, 

^^H proper officers, at close of tea months' session, that they have' 
^^H atrietly complied with all tha conditions, as to grading, averagfti 
^^H attendance, etc. 
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These grants have stimulated many other schools to muke effi^rts 
to organize upon the Peabody model, and it is to be regretted that | 
all, which have succeeded, have not the full advantage to be derived I 
from them, 



BUPPLEMESTAL TAX. 

Five more counties have levied some tax, cither property, poll or 
privilege, than on the previous year, at about the same average, say f 
13 on property and 82c on polls, — privilege so imperfectly reported, 1 
I as not to be aacertaiued — sixty couaties levying in 1877 and 55 id j 
I 1876. Four more counties have levied a tax than in 1875, with an I 
average increase on property of 3c. on $100 worth of property and I 
about the same tax on polls. It is worthy of mention, as illustrat- 
ing the fact that good schools follow a liberal tax and efficient si 
pervision, that few couaties fail to levy a tax, where it has once | 
been done on a proper scale, and when they do thus fail, it can be I 
traced to iaulty supervision of schools — generally resulting from in- 
adequate compensation to Superintendents, 

COUNTrES NOT EBPORTING. 

The counties not reporting the number of schools and teachers 
are Cheatham, Hiclcman and Wayne — 3. In each of tjiese counties i 
no salary was allowed to the Superintendent except in Cheatham, 
where $50 was allowed. 

The counties not reporting the number of pupils enrolled in the 
schools, are Fentress, Hickman, Putnam, Scott and Wayne — 5, 
The same remark is true of these counties, except that in Soott the 
Superintendent received $125, and in others small fees for exami- ] 
tion of teachers. 

Counties not reporting average attendance, Cheatham, Decatar, ] 
Fentress, Hickman, Putnam, Scott and Wayne — 7, These are the I 
same counties as above, excepting Decatur, where the Superinten- | 
dent received $125. A very strenuous effort will be made to secure I 
full and timely reports at the close of the next scholastic year. J 
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Though there are great difficulties inherent in the system, jet it 
be done and must be. 

SUGGESTIONS, 

Looking to the security of the school fund, where such a nmlta- 
tilde of agents is employed to disburse it, I have issued a circularj 
with the view of strengthening the bonds required by law of clerki 
and treasurers, which will be found in the appendix. Some com' 
plaint has been made by good men (on account thereof) who fail to 
reflect that where there are about 2,100 disbursing ofGcers the pub- 
lic welfare demands this secttrity, 

In this connection, the attention of directors should be called 
an important decision of the SupreraeCourt of the State, wherein it 
is adjudicated that where Ihey violate the law, in cases where no 
penalty is aflSxed, they are guilty of a misdemeanor, under the 
meaning of the Code, and subject to such penalties as attach to a 
misdcoieauor. 

IKDUSTBIAL, 

The indefatigable President of East Tennessee University 
State Industrial College, has addressed a circular to the County 
Superintendents, asking their co-operation in selecting the most 
proficient and wortliy pupils who pass through the Public School 
course of study for matriculation as free scholars in the University. 
They are requested to recommend such students to their respective 
Senators and Kepresentatives for appointment; and attention is 
ealied to the fact, that several places in the University are now 
vacant. Every means should be nsed t» streagthen and popularize 
the University under its able faculty. Inasmuch as it is designed to 
be tiie complement to our Public School system, resting upon the 
idea of an industrial and scientific education. The educational 
sentiment is beginning strongly lo gravitate towards the practical 
accessity of giving more weight to the iadustrial training of our 
youth, in the free schools, as the indispensable preliminary to. diver- 
sifying our industries, affording employment to idle laborer^, pro- 
ducing and increasing skill in various mechanical and manufacturing 
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emplojnients, and thus securing economy, by home manufactures 
and eventually increasing wealth and capital — to be generally distrib- 
uted among all classes of the people. The abolition of the appren- 
tice system has left a great vacuum in the supply of master mechan- 
ics. And, however abundant the raw material or numerous the 
laborers, manufacturing indui^try cannot thrive, without intelligent 
SDpervisors, and in the absence of skilled labor. We frequently 
hear surprise expressed at the absence of manufacturing industry 
in our Slate, where idle laborers are so abundant and the raw ma- 
terial ia so well supplied by bountiful nature. The cause is appa- 
rent in the want of educated master workmen and educated skilled 
labor. For, however short may be the demand for manufactured 
goods, there is, notwithstanding, a certain steady demand which can 
be more cheaply supplied at home, to the consumer, and at the same 
time would employ thousands' of our own people, now idle, were 
the skilled labor at hand. It ia by the variety of her industries, in 
which all classes of her people have been constantly employed, and 
by the capital created out of their economic savings, thai France has 
been enabled in so wonderfully brief a period to cancel the enormous 
indemnity contracted by the Franco- Prussian war. It is an exam- 
ple which should not be lost upon us, and we should at once make 
a beginning in the matter, by training our youth in every variety 
of industrial pursuits to which our climate, soil and resources are 
so undeniably adapted. The East Tennessee University furnishes 
a nucleus for the quickening of an enterprise so cleariy pointed out 
by our needs as well as our advantages. The part that will be borne 
by such a beginning, and its earnest prosecution, in preventing 
crime, pauperism and communism is not an insignificant considera- 
in connection with this important subject. 



CONCLUSION. 



I have the pleasure of stating that the County Superintendents 
of ihe State genecally have been alive to their duty during the last 
scholastic year. Several oi them have worked with a zeal and 
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judgment which have borne excellent fruits. Others have given all 
the time and attention to their dutiee, which inadequate pay and 
eufTering private interests could command. Many of them have 
held County Institutes which have had a most beneficial effect U|X>a 
teachers and community alike, stimulating the former to renewed 
exertion, and correcting the sentiment of the latter. 

The effect of the general Institutes throughout the State, has 
been to increase the number of and interest in these Institute^ 
until they have now become a fixed institution. There is yat 
another class of Superintendents who have done nothing, save to 
occasionally issue a certificate to teachers, for which they received a 
small fee — and they have been paid nothing besides. Perhaps, ii 
they had gone to work and improved their schools, they might have 
convinced the County Court of the value of their services. 

To your Excellency, I again tender my warmest acknowledg- 
ments for the constant and active interest you have manifested in 
the cause of free public schools; and I am convinced that the officers ' 
of the public schools, the teachers and the friends of the cause of 1 
free education, universally concur with me in the expression of the I 
sentiment that to you is due the himor of having rescued the systei 
from a slow, but sure decay, by your courageous negative of a n 
ure calculated to eap its vigor and destroy its usefulness. 

LEON. TROUSDALE. 
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^^K Hon. Leox. Trousdale, 

^^M State Superintendent of Public Inalruelion. 

^^B Sis : In presenting through joii to the General Assembly of th( 

^^" State of Tennesse&the within lucid and satisfactory Report of Chan- 
cellor Steams, allow me to espresa, on behalf of the State Board of 
Education, and of the friends of popular education at large, the deept 

■ regret felt by them that hitherto this most important iostitutioti 
has received no aid troru the great State in whose limits it 
is situated. While nearly every State in the Union promotes thi 
training of teachers, it iB surely an anomaly that one occuping so 
prominent and leading a position in the educational world aa does 
Tennessee, should thus persistently turn a cold shoulder to an en- 
^^1 terprise fostered by its own University and munificently endowf 
^^1 by a distant Board of t^trangers. 

^^f The work done in the Tennessee Normal College, thorough am 
solid, is making its mark. The facilities offered by the College are 
becoming known and valued throughout the entire South. There 
are great and rapidly improving Stiites to the South and South- 
West of Tennessee, which are looking at this foster child of thBi 
Peabody Educational Fund, with eager readiness to give it a hos- 
pitable home, in case Tennessee continues much longer asleep. 1^' 
referring to th« terras of George Peabody's Foundation, published 
in his life time, and to be found in the volume containing the trans- 
actions of his Board of Trustees, our public, and statesmen special- 
' ly, may learn what a splendid prize is now fairly within our grasp, 
aad held so lightly as readily to be lost by continuance in a lethargie 
, and stolid indifference. 

With high respect, your obedient servant, 

J. BERRIEN UNDSLEY, 
Secretary of the State Board of Education. 
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Berbien Lindsley, 

Secretary of the ^tate Board of Education of Tennessee : 
I beg leave to present, herewith, a report of the State Normal I 
loUege, for the year ending Sept. 1, 1877 : 
The whole number of students connected with the college during j 
the year was ninety-two, of whom twenty-five were males and sixty- 1 
seven females. The proportion of males ia somewhat greater thao [ 
is usual in similar institutions. Several of these students were able 
to stay at the College but a short time, the greater number, how- 
ever, remained through the year, and devoted themselves with com- 
.meudftble earnestness to the great professional work which they had j 
idertaken. 

The corps of instructors is the same as last y^r, with the addi- 
tion of Prof George B. Elliott, as temporary instructor, and Prof. 
.John E, Bailey, as teacher of vocal music. 

The first scholastic year was necessarily short, and its success 
could be properly measured only by due consideration of the new- 
ness of the enterprise. The second year, though still embarrassed 
by obstacles too well known to require recital, was, on the whole, I 
ranch more successful than even the most sanguine dared predict. 
The standard of scholarship waa cousiderably raised during the 
y«ar, and the professional characteristics of the College made still j 
more prominent. 

The first annual corameucemeut took place on the 30th of May, 
and was very largely attended by prominent educators and citizens. 
An instructive and eloquent address was delivered by Hon. Neill S. 
Brown, formerly Governor of Tennessee. After which essays were J 
read by members of the graduating class, introduced by a salutatory I 
address by Lizzie Lee Bloomstein, and closed by a valedictory ad- 
^^^^ dress by Alice Rosamond Phillips. 

^^^L The degree of Licentiate of iTist-nu^ion was then formally oon- 
^^^H ferred by the Chancellor of the University of Nashville, and Presi- 
'^^^B dent of the State Normal College. This degree was established by 
W the State Board of Education and the University of Nashville, and 

I the diploma signed by the Chancellor of the University — the Preg- 

I ident and Secretary of the Trustees of the University, and the j 

I President and Secretary of the State Board of Education, The ] 

L ■qnalifications for this degree will be raised as rapidly and as high a 

^^^H the -circumstances and best interests of the College will permit. 
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In order that the advantages of the institution may be as widely 
■diffused as possible, and that deserving and promising oandidatea I 
for the teacher's profession may not be hindered from making due 
preparation by la^e expenses for instruction, tuition lias been made I 
entirely free, except a charge of $3 per annum to defray a part of I 
the incidental expenses ; at the same time, many of the text books I 
required, are loaned the student. 

The buildings, grounds, principal library and a portion of the I 
funds oftheCollege, itis well known, are furnished by the University 
of Nashville, without hope of pecuniary return, and a large part of 
the coat of running the institution is furnished by the liberality of i 
the Trustees of the Peabody Education Fund. The State of Ten- 
nessee, to which an institution for the training of educators for her ' 
children, should be dearer than almost any other, thus far has con- 
tributed nothing towards its support, but it is confidently hoped 
that the day is near when the State will not only regard this impor- 
tant College of the people, and for the people, in its true light, but 
will contribute liberally to sustain ;'t, and enlarge its power of u 
fulness. If the State will also, hy a small appropriation equalize 
the traveling expenses of students from different parts of the State, 
one great obstacle to success will be removed, and no community 
have rea'son to complain that it is not located dt its own door. 

By means of extra appropriations from the 'L'rustees of the Pea- 
body Education Fund, it is expected that the College will be fiir- 
Hished, another year, with more or less chemical and philosophical 
apparatus, and collections for the study of geology and kindred 
sciences, which are greatly needed. 

It is also expected that a new and important element will be in- 
troduced into the College in connection with the "scholarships" 
about to be established here for the benefit of other States, not yet 
in a condition to support schools for themselves. As the holders of 
these scholarships will be sent here after undergoing a competitive 
examination, and the scholarship will be the reward of success as 
well aa a testimony to the promising character and abilities of the 
beneficiary, it is reasonable to hope that the general tone of the 
College will be improved, and its literary and professional standard i 
considerably raised. Respectfully submitted, 

Eben 8. Stearns, 
President Slate Normal College. 

Nashville, Sept. 1,1877. 
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ANDERSON COUNTY. 
J. A. Garden, Superintendent. 

The schools have progressed slowly. 

BEDFORD COUNTY. 
John K. Dean, Superintendent, Sheihyville. 

Nearly all of the schools are organized on the graded system, 
more or less, the only difficulty in the way of complete grading 
being the lack of uniform text-books, which cannot be supplied 
without the absolute power somewhere to enforce uniformity. A 
County Board of Education is needed for this purpose. 

Our enrollment and average daily attendance have increased be- 
yond any previous year, , If the plan had been adopted of dividing 
the District schools into two terms, so as to give a vacation in Oc- 
tober, I think our attendance would have largely increased. 

I made an e£Fort, during the summer, to introduce instruction in 
vocal music, but the plan did not mature for want of time, so it was 
deferred. 

Public opinion is still advancing in favor of public scbools. Our 
great needs are good houses and improved furniture. The char- 
acter of our teachers has improved very much in the last two or 
three years. 



BENTON COUNTY. 
J. M. Castile, Superintendent, Camden. 
"We have a better corps of teachers than beretofore. The people 
are manifesting more interest than usual. With two or three ex- 
ceptions, the schools are well disciplined. The greatest trouble is 
to get District Directors to take an interest in them. 
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BLEDSOE COUNTY. 
Th08. O. Brown, Superintendent, Pikeville. 
The schools have given general satisfaction. Irregular attend- 
mce Is the great drawback. 



BLOUNT COUNTY. 
J. A. GODDAED, Superintendent, Mairyville. 

Our statistics are incomplete, on account of the neglect of Dis- 
trict Clerks. 

The chief barriers to the success of our schools are a want of ' 
properly furnished houses, of qualified teachers, of uniformity in 
text-booka and of regularity in attendance. I have endeavored to 
meet the second demand by organizing a normal class in July 1 
which was attended by about thirty-five teachers — for four weeks. 
I feel that great good was accomplished. Notwithstanding these 
difficulties, we have had a great degree of success, and our schools 
have given more general satisfaction than ever before, and are re- 
ceiving a more hearty support from the people of the county. 

[I BRADLEY COUNTY. 

f G. W. Ford, Superintendent, Cleveland. 

The schools are in a prosperous condition — the enrollment and 
attendance have been larger than any preceding year, 
are 
are 
gen 



The schools 

are certainly more popular with all classes of people. The teachers 
are mostly young men — possessing some literary qualificationa, hut 
generaly deficient in experience and in normal training. 

There are about one-half of the schools taught in church -houses. 

The report of the private schools is imperfect. There are several 
private schools of excellent character in the county. 



CAMPBELL COUNTY. 
J. E. Johnston, Superintendent, Fincastle. 
After enumerating the obstacles in the way of success of publiiT 
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Bcbools, such as rude echool-liousea, indifference to education, tb< 
inordinate pursuit of physical comfort, low wages of teachers, fa 
. ure on the part of parents to furnish necessary books, and 1 
l^&ilare of common schools heretofore, the report proceeds; "The! 
■general interest in the public schools has been, and is at the present J 
iwriting, on the increase. We claim to be ahead of any of our 1 
loontiguous counties in the general working of our school system. 
■ The peopl* are aroused, and there is determination in the minds of i 
many of our leading citizens to make our schools equal to the de- 
mands of the people. 

There are two High Schools, or academies, in the county — one at 1 
Fincaatle and the other at Jacksborough. These schools are accom- 
plishing much good, and are found very useful in the preparation of I 
the teachers for the public schools-." 



CANNON COUNTY. 
J. P. Hipp, County Superintendenf, Woodbury. 
The schools have been considerably cramped by the delay in the 
' collection of taxes. A ciedit system with schools is • peculiarly 
hurtful, in driving from the business the mi)st competent, and de- 
pressing the energies of those who remain. The system has gained i 
in favor — its friends are sanguine, while its opponents are aban- 
doning their prejudices. Having still to contend with irregular 
attendance and careless management, our schooli-: have yet been ■ 
better than in the preceding year. A change in the beginning ot * 
the school year to 1st of January is recommended as being more 
convenient to the ses-ions of the schools, which generally begin in 

I~ J»Iy and do not close before 1st of September, the commencement 

of the present legal school year. 



CARROLL COUNTY. 
J. W. Brewer, County Superintendent, Buena Vista. 
Only ten schools have been taught during the past year. 

CARTER COUNTY. 
. J. F. Hyder, County Superintendent, Cave Spring. 
I The schools are much better than in any former year. Tliere are 
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' three graded schools ill the County — all of which are doing goo 

' work; Wautauga Academy, Duffield Academy and Buffalo Ins^ 

tue. Nearly all the schools are furnished with black-boarda and 

few with charts and globes. The Teachers' Institute is workia 

efficiently. The three new school houses which have been erecte 

^ave been built with private means mostly. Many school honse 

have been repaired. The delay in the payment of teachers' salarie 

has been a great draw-back, but measures are being taken to remed; 

I this evil. Public opinion is generally favorable to free piiblif 

I schools. The schools opened in August and September. The ed 

I ueational prospect has never been better than at the present time. 



CHEATHAM COUNTY. 
T. J. Adicisson, County Superintendent, Ashland City. 
[The former Superintendent, Mr. Geo. F. Murff, resigned aboa 
[ the Ist of October, 1877, when his report was due, without any et 
F fort to make it, and hia successor, Mr. Adkisson, had much di£G 
I ty in collecting any data upon which to make his report, whici 
J was consequently very unsatisfactory. But from the zeal and e 
[ ergy he hasiliaplayed, since hia induction into the office, it is confi 
[ dently believed that the listless condition in which he found th^ 
I school interests of the County will soon be changed, and that here 
[■ after activity and vigilance will prevail, and systematic, correct r 
I ports will be regularly returned]. 



CLAIBORNE COUNTY. 

D. F. Sharp, County Superintendent, Old Town. 

Schools were opened in eight districts, and the sessions continue^ 

only two months for lack of means to continue them. The County 

I Court refused to levy a tax. A uniform system of text books was 

I recommended by a committee of the Directors, in October, 1876^ 

I There are no graded schools in the County, and few schools hav6 

[ black-boards. There is a great want of competent teachers genera 

I ally. A few arc well qualified. A Teachers' Institute has beeo 

I organized, but the attendance of teachers is not satisfactory. Tiiera 

e a few private schools. Schools open in August. 
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CLAY COUNTY. 
Geo. W. Stephens, County Superintendent, Celina. 
The school question is being generally discussed, and a better 
Jfeeling is apparent. The schools are of a better grade than former- 
■ly. Teachers generally are more competent, and are giving better 
|Batisfaction. The County Court baa appointed Commiasiouera to J 
fcre-district the County. 




COCKE COUNTY. 
A. A. Vinson, County Superintendent, Newport. 
Our county will have an increased fund to report next year, thel 
County Court having levied an additional tax of ten centa onf 
property and fifty cents on polls. 

Our schools are in a much better condition than th«y have been I 
isince the war, and certainly, than since the present school law wag I 
Our teachers are of better grade, and more general interest I 
bn the schools is manifested by the people. There have been several i 
■educational meetings, besides the Teachers' Institutes, held in the S 
T«ouuty. The Institutes have worked well, the teachers showing J 
Bsnuch interest in them, and in their own improvement. 
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COFFEE COUNTY. 

, J. Wilson, County Superintendent, Manchester. 

Our county, as a whole, has done much belter than ever before, 
though the results do not appear in this report, as the schools in I 
nearly all the districts only made a beginning before the first of j 
September, throwing their time into the succeeding scholastic year. 

In several of our most flourishing schools as at Tuliahoma, 
have nothing to report for the scholastic year 1876-7, as they com- 
menced on the first Monday in September, most of them continuing 
four months. No schoola were opened in the third district on ac- 
count of indebtedness. The number of days taught after the first 
of September will greatly outnumber, in average, those taught pre- 
viously, so that in the next report a much better showing will 
appear. The county has been laid off into more convenient school 
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I districts, which will be the subject of a special report. I am greatib 
encoaraged at the general advancement upon former years. 
Ihf 
for ! 



CROCKETT COUNTY. 

R. G. Thompson, County Superintendent, ■Alamo. 

I have visited nearly all the schools, both public and private, 

I I have found them to be in a better condition than they have beei 

\ for a considerable period in the paat. There have been compara 

lively few public schools in the county, on account of the scarcity 

funds to carry them on. The private schools have been very wi 

attended, as the majority of our people are in better circumstanc 

than for several years. Public sentiment has nol been very favoJ 

I able to the public school system, as evinced by the result of the las 

' election on the school tax, yet I find, upon inquiry, that it is grow 

ing in popularity; the largest tax payers being generally in fa' 

it, and, strange to say, men of no property generally vote against il 

With no more money than' we have, it cannot be expected that th 

public schools will prove an entire success. Some school houses i 

very comfortable, others less so, but all are poorly furnished. Soi 

Directors take great interest, while others take none at all. Pareal 

visit the schools seldom, Some new school houses have been buil 

' dnring the year, and are good buildings. We have no set time 

[■ open schools. Most of the white teachers are well qualified, am 

we have a better grade of colored teachers — thanks to Central Ten 

e College and Fisk University, The schools I have found 
be well disciplined, and pupils attentive. I organized a Count; 
Institute in the spring, and had some very interesting and profitabli 
meetings, Some teachers manifested considerable interest. It 
i remarkable that teachers, in most need of instruction, are very i 
I loctant about attending these Institutes — seldom doing so. 

CUMBERLAND COUNTY. 

Wm. a. Hamby, County Superintendent, Crossville. 

The schools are in good condition, though I regret that the teaeb 

EPS have failed to keep accurate registers. I succeeded in inducin 

the Court to levy thirty cents school tax ou property. 
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DAVIDSON COUNTY. 
E. W. Weakley, County Superintendent, Nashville. 
In the matter of eurollment and attendance, we have r 
HIT position ; and, thougii receiving less money than formerly, we ] 
«in as good condition financially as in that of last year — the ex- ! 
e having been decreased with the decrease of receipts. I have | 
~Bo decided improvement to note in the way of apparatus, furniture, 
etc. — the need of which I have sorely felt in the great majority of 1 
aohool houses in the County. I would again mention the utility | 
of County Boards of Education, as demonstrated here and 
veral other counties, under the law in vogue from '70 to '73, and 
would urge that this feature be engrafted upon our preaeut law. I j 
have experienced great trouble in getting reports from District 
Clerks and Treasurers, and think that school moneys should not be ' 
handled by them, in order to prevent trouble and misapplication of 1 
said funds, which are likely to occur in one or more instances every 
year. In a word, I would advise a course of action and consolida- 
tion, rather than the independence of our present isolated district 
system. I think that the annual report of the Clerk and Treasurer 
should be approved by, say, the Chairman of the District Board, as 
likely to contribute to promptness and accuracy in this direction. 

I DECATUR COUNTY. 

Geo. "W. Walters, County Superintendent, Decaturville. 
I find everything in such a state of disorganization that an accvir- 
te report can not be made. The places of Directors are half va- 
Eint and the teachers have kept no report or register of their schools, 
«fore I came into office, and the old Trustee has never made a set- 
lement of the school funds with the County Court. The custom 
eretofore has been, with the Directors, to let a teacher take up a 
subscription school" and get a certificate, and then, without a writ- 
uen contract, they would pay what money they had, without a re- 
turn of the enrollment or average attendance. The school houses | 
are built by the people of the neighborhoods, without any title to 
the site, as school property, These are cheap houses, generally log, 
with puncheon beuches. There is scarcely a teacher that can stand 
an esamination. It has been the custom of the Superintendent to 
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r license every applicant, and the old idea, tkat anybody will do i 
teach our children has governed so many of the directors, that ti 
inefficient teachers and prejudice of the people have just abo( 
broken down the public school system in onr County. The &ctfl 
that our former County Superintendents have never visited a s 
in the County. As it has been handled, the pro rata distributed 
only amounts to 40c. to 70c. per capita. Not haif of the people, 
would send to a school, and the other half only did so to find fault 
and complain of inefliciency without an effort to correct it. Oftffl 
a good man could not be found in a district, who would serve ! 
Director. In a private school, a good teacher charges from $2,00 t 
I $5,00 per month, and strange to say, people prefer to pay thei 
prices rather than vote a tax on themselves of about 1-5 thi 
f amount, to sustain a public school for five to ten months in the yeai 

III some districts a teacher cannot be had who is competei 
I cause the people are not able to pay the prices ; and the Super 
tendent is forced to licenee incompetent teachers, because their sep 
vices can be had for |15 to $20 per month. I believe the only r 
edy, so far as our county is concerned, is to levy a State tax f 
I school purposes sufficient, say for five months in the year, and thw 
make attendance compulsory. I am doing all I can to revive s 
I interest in education; but the burden is too heavy for one man t 
bear, while so many pull back. I have entered suit in chancery 
against the old Trustee, on his bond, for all the school money tha 
I went into hia hands, for five years, to 1876, and hope to be ableb 

establish the duty of Trastees, as to this fund, and also to ascei 
I what has been done with the said school money. 



dekalb county. 

J. T. Tkai'P, County Superintendent, Smithville. 
The interest in our schools manifested during t!ie past year i 
I greater than in any former year since the organization of ' 
I schools. Since the law has become settled, its former opponents be 
B gin to yield their prejudices, and can see it is the cheajjest and I 
9 way to educate the youth of the State, and, but for the law, thoo 
I sands of the poor and orphaned, not to speak of many in the middl 
k. ranks, would go uneducated. Sixty-three public schools have bees 
lught during the year. 
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DICKSON COUNTY. 

T. F. McCreery, County Superintendent, Dixon. 

A reasonable interest has been manifested in our schools, and it 
is increasing. Sixty-two schools have been taught at an average of 
fifty-five days. The districts are mostly in debt, and I have recom^ 
mended that this indebtedness be cancelled before making further 
contracts, or incurring more indebtedness. Notwithstanding all 
drawbacks, I feel encouraged. 



DYER COUNTY. 

Rev. a.. J. Hall, County Superintendent, Newbern. 

The school houses in the northern part of the county are mainly 
frame, and are tolerably well furnished with desks, black-boards, 
etc. With a few exceptions, in the southern portion, the old log 
hut prevails, with but few conveniences. 

I am happy to say that there is a constant increase in injterest 
among the people upon the subject of education. And I am en- 
couraged to believe that, at the January meeting of our County 
Court, the school tax will be increased sufficiently to run our schools 
six or seven months in the year. 

FENTEESS COUNTY. 

E. G. Smith, County Superintendent, Travisville. 

« 

[The written report from this county is made up of complaints 
liiat no records have been kept by District Directors, or school reg- 
isters by teachers, from which he could frame a statistical report. 
Enrollments of pupils, or receipts and expenditures by directors are 
not furnished.] 

FAYETTE COUNTY. 

Wm, Maris, County Superintendent, Somerville. 

In all districts, where Directors are efficient and visit the schools, 
they are doing remarkably well, but they are not making much 
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progress where Directors are ignorant and indifferent. The graded 
school at Lagrange is exerting a marked influence on the public 
sentiment. A few more such schools would neutralize opposition 



FRANKLIN COUNTY. 

H. G. Hampton, County Superintendent, Winchester. 

No schools were taught in two districts. Eight Teachers' Insti- 
tutes Avere held during the year, and awakened a general interest. 
Seven new school houses have been erected, and several others re- 
paired. Public sentiment against the school system is rapidly passing 
away. 



GIBSON COUNTY. 

A. S. CuRREY, County Superintendent, Trenton. 

The public schools generally were not opened until July and 
August. This will account for the meagerness of the statistical re- 
port. In some districts the Clerks have failed to report any thing. 
A better method of obtaining reports would be from the teachers 
themselves at stated periods. These reports should be made monthly. 



GILES COUNTY. 

E. P. Yancey, County Superintendent, Pulaski. 

We are working in Giles quietly, but the signs are more favorable 
than heretofore. The idea prevails among the people that the public 
school system is a permanent thing, and they are taking more in- 
terest in it, and are more favorably inclined. We hear but little 
said in opposition to it. 



GRAINGER COUNTY. 

J. L. AcuFP, County Superintendent, Rutledge. 

Three districts have failed to report their receipts and disburse- 
ments. 
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GREENE COUNTY. 

H. W. Farnsworth, County Superintendent, Greeneville. 

At the date of writing the interest in free education among the 
masses amounts to enthusiasm. Seventy schools are open, with an 
attendance of twenty-five to seventy-five pupils daily. 



GRUNDY COUNTY. 

John Scruggs, County Superintendent, Tracey City. 

Our school term averaged something over three months, and 
much good was accomplished. The people are generally awakened 
to a sense of duty as regards education, and if they could express 
themselves at the ballot-box, a tax would be levied to carry our 
public schools to success. 



HAMBLEN COUNTY. 

H. M. Sherwood, County Superintendent, Russelville. 

Schools generally are better attended than ever before. The 
people show more interest, and the system is certainly gaining 
ground. A majority seem disposed to ^ive it a fair trial. I have 
held Institutes once a month since June. They have been well at- 
tended by teachers, and have certainly been beneficial. Whereever 
held, they have come into favor with the people, who at once see 
the good that is to result from them^ and nearly all learn, for the 
first time, what they are intended to accomplish. The people, who 
are not unreasonable, thus see that there is somethieg for a Superin- 
tendent to do if he will do it. When convinced that supervision is 
worth something, they cease to grumble about the cost. 



HAMILTON COUNTY. 
H. F. Rogers, County Superintendent, Chattanooga. 
The schools in my county have improved very much this year, 
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both in regular attendance and in general interest. The districts 
mostly have splendid schools, and are working very harmoniously. 



HANCOCK COUNTY. 

J. W. Campbell, County Superintendent, Sneedville- 

This report is as full as it is possible to make from the reports of 
the District Clerks. 



HARDEMAN COUNTY. 
W. R. Hall, County Superintendent, Bolivar. 

During the year I have visited many schools in company with 
the Directors. I find a strong influence against the system, but a 
favorable growing sentiment in its favor. 

The grade of teachers is respectable and improving. This result 
is largely due to the prompt payment of teachers for their work. 
There is great difficulty as to school buildings in many districts. 



HARDIN COUNTY. 
W. L. OuRY, County Superintendent. 

I have done all in my power to get the people interested in the 
schools but have been able to arouse but few. 



HAWKINS COUNTY. 

L. H, Brown, County Superintendent, Rogersville. 

The schools both public and private are doing better than they 
have done for several years. It is very much to our disadvantage 
that we have so few professional teachers. Ti^is we attribute to the 
very low salaries which they receive. This can and will be reme- 
died by a higher county tax. Dissatisfaction among the people is 
disappearing. The teachers also manifest unusual interest. Two 
Institutes were held during the year. Private and public schools 
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are in perfect harmony. To the principals of the various private 
schools we are indebted for efficient labor in Institutes and other- 
wise. 

Considering the former condition of our schools and the rapidity 
with which they have improved during the last year, we think we 
are justified in believing that they will in every way be a success. 



HAYWOOD COUNTY. 

W. T. Byars, County Superintendent, Brownsville. 

We have not accomplished what we expected, on account of the 
non-collection of taxes, but the public schools are about all the 
schools we have. The colored people avail themselves of every op- 
portunity to educate their children, and we shall soon see the effect. 
Our schools have not lasted quite four months, but we are out of 
debt, and expect to do better next year. 



HENDERSON COUNTY. 

Wm. F. Brooks, County Superintendent, Lexington. 

The public school interest, in my county, is gaining ground rap- 
idly. All seem now to depend upon public schools. Three county 
Institutes were held this year. They are a great advantage in pro- 
moting the public school interest, and also in the training of 
teachers. 



HENRY COUNTY. 

W. B. Vancleave, Jr., County Superitendent, Paris. 

The progress of free schools in this county is limited. Only 
eighteen districts have opened school this year. The suspension of 
the collection of taxes, and the County Court refusing to levy any, 
additional tax have brought this about. 

There are two graded schools in the County. Little interest has 
been manifested by the Directors and citizens in the schools. Two- 
thirds of the school houses are poorly supplied with comfortable 
equipmentH. 
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HICKMAN COUNTY. 



W. P, Clark, County Siiperintendeut, Centerville. 

[In tliis county the Superiiit'endent resigned in October, and thi 

report was made ont by the new Superinteadeiit without data upoa' 

which to base it, „ He writes as follows : " I am very soury that it 

will be impossible for me to make a fuller report than I herewith 

' make. There have been free achools taught in this county wh 

no register was kept by the teacher, and in some schools that wei 
I supplied with registers, the teachers were not qualified to make oi 
I the results as iudicated in the registers. The Teachers and Di 
I rectors have been careless about the roatter, that is, in very 
I instances. 

This very necessary duty of public school teachers I shall insij 
' iipon being attended to. I think it will he useless for mo to 
r tempt further to make yoii a report approaching to what it oughl 
, however, I shall always be ready and willing to forward to yi 
I any information desired that you think I can obtain. 

We have fifty Clerks and Treasurers iu thiscouuty, which I kno' 
are too many, and if we could consolidate the school districts, in 
many instances, I am very confident, ifc would be to the interest of 
oup schools. If I could enforce this in any legal way, I should be 
glad to know it. In many of the school districts, there are not 
more- than twenty-five scholars. By this arrangement it takes a 
considerable per cent, of the school fund to pay Clerks and Treasur- 
eaa. The Chairman of our County Court, and several other cit^ 
zens, have requested mo to write to you and ask you to recommei 
a change in the present law. That is, that the County Trustee 
tain the school money in his hands and not pay over to the Clerks 
and Treasurers, but that they simply draw warrants, or give orders 
to the teachers, and let the teachers get their salaries direct from the 
Trustee. Supposing that you are desirous of learning the wishes of 
the friends to the public school system, I have cheerfully complied 
tb Jheir request. 



i 
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HOUSTON COUNTY. 
D. W. Wilson, County Superintendent, Tennessee Ridge. 
Owing to the postponement of the collection of taxes, our sch« 
terms were generally short. 
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Our expenditures exceed our receipts, but add the amount on 
hand September 1, 1876, to the receipts, and we have a balance of 
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HUMPHREYS COUNTY. 

Thomas M. Hogin, County Superintendent, Gould's Switch. 

Our schools for th« year 1875-6 were almost all in a dormant 
state, because we had no funds. Many districts were pressed with 
debt, which could be discharged only by waiting for funds to ac- 
cumulate. We entered upon the present year, 1876-7, emerging 
from this indebtedness. It is worthy of note that we report only 
two districts which are in debt now — amounting to but $27.35. 

We have some good schools, but they are too few. We do not 
complain of the school law as a system, but we need a greater fund, 
and a better grade of teachers. County Institutes should be re- 
quired to be held by law, and compulsory attendance upon them 
enforced. 

JACKSON COUNTY. 

J. F. Haile, County Superintendent, Gainesborough. 

At the beginning of the present year, the educational status of 
this county was at a low ebb. 

The one mill tax was, by over-sight, omitted from the tax books 
for 1875-6. 

The school-houses were dilapidated huts, unfit for school purposes. 
To crown all, the demagogues, in their unprincipled struggle for 
legislative positions, poisoned the public mind against our schools 
system, and especially against State and county supervision. I called 
a meeting of the Directors of the county and urged them to erect 
buildings. This measure led to severe opposition, but finally tri- 
umphed to some extent. 

At the April term of the County Court, upon my solicitation, the 
Justices levied an additional school tax of one mill, and had sup- 
plemental tax books made out for the one mill tax of 1875-6. 

I have visited all the schools, holding several meetings over the 
county, and notifying the teachers that their schools must stop when- 
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r attendance became small. I succeeded in arresting the tide of 
opposition, and aeciired a respectable attendance in most all the 
schools in the county. The result is that the educational outlook is 
now more favorable than ever before. Public sentiment favoring 
popular education, is growing and is in the ascendency, and out 
public school law, once so odinus, is now favorably received. Bur 
aa the cause is in its Infancy here its permanent success demands as 
close attention as docB a case of typhoid fever. 



JAMES COUNTY. 

G-. W. Cltngan, County Superintendent, Ooltcwab. 
The clerk of the first school district failed to report, hut a schi 
vas taught in that district of white pupils for sis months; also a Co] 
ored free school of two months and a half duration. 

Tho Clerk and Treasurer of the third district made an incomplett 
report. The fourth district had two good schools, though there 
no report. The seventh and eighth had no public schools. 



JEFFERSON COUNTY. 

De. Sam ANDEasoN, County Superintendent, Dandridge 

Of the 3,676 enrollment, 1,604 were white males ; 1,373, whit 

females ; 250 colored males, and 229 colored females, Studyin| 

I arithmetic 432 white males; 340 white females, Geography, 111 

males; 151 females; English Grammar, 160 males; 173 females 

writing 376 males ; 312 females. Thirty-three colored males, an 

3S colored females studing arithmetic; 34 males, 36 females, geogn 

phy; 14 males, 16 females, English Grammar; 26 males, 27 femali 

I writing. 

Two small classes, both white. In United States History. Noni 
I in geology. 

For efficiency, our schools are a decided improvement on formef 

years. " Hard times" diminished both our enrollment and average 

daily attendance. The schools have moved smoothly on, with aboui 

I three exceptions, but disturbances in them slight. 
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I completed my first visit to all my schools on the 27th of July, 
and am now visiting the second time. 

The di munition of school money last year necessarily cut short 
our sessions in all weak districts, to the manifest prejudice of the 
system, for the time. But a happy reaction has taken place, and 
they are generally appreciated. 



JOHNSON COUNTY. 

B.. W. Jenkins, County Superintendent, Johnson ville. 

[There is no written report accompanying the statistical report of 
the Superintendent.] 



KNOX COUNTY. 

H. C. Hamsted, County Superintendent, Knoxville. 

More schools are in operation this year than at anytime since the 
establishment of the present system. A large number will be 
opened next year. The grade of qualification for teachers has been 
materially advanced, through a more critical examination and a more 
thorough application on the part of the teachers. I have held five 
Institutes — all of which were very successful, and four largely at- 
tended. Public sentiment is becoming much more healthy and active. 
The average attendance is greater than for any previous year by 15 
per cent. The outlook is truly encouraging. We have in prospect 
a Normal School for our teachers. This is an unmistakable sign of 
progress in public sentiment. The greatest difficulty in the way is 
the inattention or incompetency of the Directors. Yet we have some 
model Boards of Directors, and there is a prospect of improvement 
since the people are becoming restless under this abuse. Upon the 
whole, the future looks bright and promising. 



LAKE COUNTY. 

L. Donaldson, County Superintendent, TiptonviUe. 
The number of days taught during the year has been limited, on 
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occoiftit of the necessary expenditares in the purchase of sites ai 
buildings, furniture and apparatus; and we now have, eoraethinj 
we have never had, excellent school houses. I look forward to the 
summing up of our progress, during the next year^ with much hope. 
The people look with mnch favor on our public school law and its 
• working. Our County Court, as the representative of the people, 
has been zealous in sustaining that sentiment — by levyinga proper 
school tax. 

We have established a uniform system of text books, and I have 
been more particular in examination of teachers, that they might he 
graded according to true merit. 



LAUDERDALE COUNTY. I 

H. T. Hanks, County Superintendent, Ripley. 
1 have experienced great difficulty, on account of no 
whatever having been made from six school districts, and tb 
six reports are very incomplete, and some of tliem the rarest speci- 
mens of statistical literature on record. 



LAWRENCE COUNTY. 

W. J. Buchanan, Jr , County Superintendent, Iiawrenceburg. 
My report is incomplete, and I have been delayed on acconnt of 
the indiflerence of directors in reporting to me. A heavy fau'ily 
affliction has also delayed me, and prevented that personal attention 
on my part, required to complete it. In two districts no schools 
were taught; six districts failed altogether to report, and seven 
furnish only incomplete reports. I have, however, held district 
school meetings in neary every districts of the county, and I can 
say, that the sentiment in regard to public schools is growing more 
favorable every year. The meetings were largely attended and have 
been productive of much good. The people generally are more in- 
terested in the progress of the schools than the school Directors. 
There has been a considerable increase in the scholastic population. 
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The enumeration is correct and complete. I am confident that I 
will be able to make as favorable a report from this county, next 
year, as any other county — such has been the marked improvement 
in schools. 



LEWIS COUNTY. 

W. T. Tatum, County Superintendent, Isom's Store. 

You can see that we are not interested as we should be about 
schools. Our school officers are very negligent, from the fact that 
a great many of them, having no education, do not appreciate the 
education of their children. We had eleven schools. In one dis- 
trict we had no school, on account of disagreement among the Di- 
rectors. We have but one public school house in the County, and 
that is a very common log house, worth, I suppose, about $100 — but 
there are several church and school houses built by the people and 
used for both purposes. Only one private school has been taught. 
I receive no salary, nor do the Clerks and Treasurers. No Teachers' 
Institute has been held. Our people are generally poor and live 
in a rough and poor country, and can not take the interest to devote 
their time to school and other improvements. 



LINCOLN COUNTY. 

T. J. Rives, County Superintendent, Flintville. 

The schools are generally doing a good work, if we take into con- 
sideration the irregular attendance, with the various othere difficul- 
ties ; prominent among which I note the multiplicity of text books, 
and the bad management of school houses, which are generally 
churches, wholly without school conveniences. There are inaccu- 
racies in the financial features of the report, since the district re- 
ports have been received at the last moment, not giving time to 
state correct balances. Two districts here made no report, and I 
forward such statistics as I noted in visiting them. I have organ- 
ized a Teacher/ Institute, and held two meetings with considerable 
success, and I think I may safely predict a good work in the fu- 
ture. 
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LOUDON COUNTY. 
John S. Smith, County Superintendent, Lenoipi. 
I organized a Teachers' Institute August 10th. We need a high* 
er grade of teachers to make thu public schools what they should be. 
Directors here cut down the salaries of teachers so low that we can- 
not get first-class teachers. Taking all these and other difficulties 
into the account, I think our schools have done well. I recommend 
that the time of making district reports be changed. 
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MACON COUNTY. 
J. S. WooTTEH, County Superintendeut, La Payette, 

T am proud to say that experience has demonstrated the fact that 
the people of Macon County appreciate the privilege of educating 
their children, through the medium of the public school system, 
where supervision is such as to render the schools efficient. 

The election by the people, on the school tax this year, shows a 
wonderful advance in public aeutiraent. Last year the tax wa* 
voted down by a very large majority. This occurred before our 
schools were opened. In the spring of the present year the people 
voted the tax by a majority of two to one, which was the effect of 
good public schools in the fall. T say good, for they really were 
good, every thing considered. We have in session now about the 
same number of schools we had last year — with an attendance 
much increased and more regular. I regard the supplemental tax 
in the future as a fixed fact, since the people themselves, after hav- 
ing seen the system fairly tried and successfully carried out, have 
shown their appreciation of it and willingness to support it, by 
voting the tax themselves, I 

The allowance for the Superinteudent by the Court was made upv 
on the hypothesis that the people would vote against the tax,thougfi^ 
a majority of the Court passe<l resolutioni recommending the voting 
of it. I have nevertheless discharged the responsible duties of my 
office with as much energy and zeal as though the Court had made 
me an allowance sufficient to have commanded my whole time, not 
confining myself to the specific duties of my office, but usiug every 
exertion, without regard to trouble or espeuse, to make the matt 
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a Buccessj relying upon the wisdom and generosity of tte Coanty 
Court to remunerate me for my services. Indeed I should have 
preierred making a sacrifice of my year's labor, rather than have 
the school interests of the County lag, or retrograde. 

We are building some good school houses the present year, and I 
anticipate that the following year will add greatly to the progress 
of the educational spirit among our people. 



MADISON COUJfTY. 
L Alpbbd Oi.iver, County Superintendent, Jackson. 

I On taking charge of the office of Superintendent in January last, 
' I found the Directors very imperfectly instructed in their impor- 
tant duties, and therefore not at all qualified to make their reports. 
I have labored hard to create and stimulate a healthy public senti- 
ment in favor of the public school system of the State, and to some 
extent my efforts have been successful, since the election on the 
proposition to levy an additional tax, for schools, has been carried fa- 
vorably to that measure. Time is necessary, as I have learned, to 
establish an efficient system. A majority of the people of this 
County, until recently, have been opposed to the system, and most 
of the Boards of Directors have participated in this opposition. 
The consequence was that their duties were performed without in- 
terest or not at all. Very many incompetent teachers were em- 
ployed. Many difficulties are beginning to disappear, and a better 
prospect for the cause opens up. 

I now find the Directors manifesting a greater interest in all du- 
ties, and may say the public schools are doing well, with good disci- 
pline generally, and meeting the approbation of the people. 



MARION COUfTTY. 



R. M. Payne, County Superintendent, South Pittsburg. 
It is gratifying to me to state that our public schools are fast im- 
proving, and that they are giving much better satisfaction than 
heretofore. The work in most of the schools has been quite satis' 
feotory. Only a few schools have failed. Too much laxity haa 



aTATE SrPERINTBNDEMT OF PDBLIO SCHOOLS. 



I been heretofore exercised in the licensing of teachers, and a lai 
number of schools have been taught by unqualified persons, 
public scthools are supplying a grand want of our State, but thei 
efficiency would be vastly increased, were the requirements with 
gard to the licensing of teachers and the supervision of echoo 
closely observed. Skillful and competent teachers can, in mostcasi 
be obtained, if they are not brought into competition with ignoran 
pretenders, by the too lax system of licensing referred to. Of tl 
forty-two applicants to me for licenses, nine failed to obtain them an 
eight of this nine had heretofore taught in our schools. Only oni 
third of those licensed by me hold first grade certificates. 

Vith one exception, I have visited all the schools in the county 

Some have been visited frequently. The workings of the school 

: have been carefully observed, and closely criticized, when necesaarj 

Eight Teachers' lustitntes have been held, and attended by aboi 

' two-thirds of the teachers. They are a necessity, and have accon 

plished much good, The best teachers attend them, while the poor 

est stand aloof. 

The Directors generally take very little interest in the schools 
The Superintendent has had a large share of the work of th( 
Clerksand Treasurers to do, from their failure to make reports. Thi 
results more from a want of busineps training than from wilful neg. 
lect. Few of these Clerks keep their accounts correctly, or the'it 
records. More than half are under no legal bond. I have been 
compelled to give direction to the County Trustee to pay no mone^ 
those failing to give bond, 

In some localities no schools have been taught, owing to previoai 
indebtedness. In two neighborhoods the money has been appro 
priated to building school houses. 

With few exceptions, the schools have been excellent in characta 
and better attended than ever before. The interest manifested it 
their schools by the colored people, is very encouraging. Three at 
the colored schools compare favorably with the white schools, thq 
teachers having fair qualifications, and the orderly manner in which 
they are conducted deserving high commendation. 

The greatest want of the schools is active, constant, able and bu» 
tained supervision, requiring the whole time of the Superintendeni 

Unless such supervision is secured, good results are not to be 
pected. 

Blackboards are in use In about one-half of the schools.. Thi 
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scliool houses are respectable, well seated and adapted for school 
work ill about one-hulf of tbo couoty. The rest are mi.'rerable, di- 
lapidated Btnictiirea, and a fltandiog reproach. I advise the use of 
the public money for building, where the people are too poor or 
unwilling to build. Without good houses wc cannot have good 
schools generally. 

I recommend a change in the law as to the term of scholastic 
year. The present system, where the sessions of the schools are 
divided, almost universally, protluces complicationaand perplexities 
ID making out reports, which cannot be ovei 



MARSHALL COUNTY. 



C J. CkutCHER, County 8uperint«ndent, Lewisbnrg. 

I have not received a single complete report from Directors, Jiav- 
ing my own report incomplete. The schools wore not taught in all 
the distriuts this year, on account of their indebtedness incurred by 
too long terms last year. And the jiostponement of the colleetioo 
of (axes so embarrassed jome districts, that they were adviaed to 
hold over uutil the money was in hand. In eleven districts our 
schools were oixioed in August and September. I visited them &b 
often as I could, and found them doing well. 

The school houses are poorly furnished, wilh few exceptions. We 
have some good houses, but few are suitable for winter schools. 



MAURY COUNTY. 
W. B. Wooi>, Coonty Superintendent, Columbia. 

The difficulty I have experienced in making out this report is 
not entirely chargable to the defects in district reports. The main 
cause is the confuaion resulting from the scholastic year closing ou 
the 31st of August, when the most of the schools are in operation. 
The scholastic year should close with the eolar year, or on the 30th 
of June. 

Our schools generally are improving. The grade o^ teachers i» 
better, especially colored teachers. But wo are far below the stand- 
ard of what public schools ought to be. We cannot expect to make' 
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rapid progress until we have a fund sufficient to prolong tlie schools 
to full terms. At present, it is possible that some children in some 
aectioQs may receive less instruction under the public school system 
than if there were no public schools, because some parents would 
not depend on them, but would patronize private schools, were there 
DO public schools. This fact ^ihuws the necessity of furnishing a. 
larger school fund. 

In some districCti there are no public school houses, but hou.'^s 
that were built for private schools and are now used by the. public 
schools. Some of these are very much in need of repairs. The 
civil districts ure not suitable for school districts, creating the 
necessity to "run" too many schools. 

In other districts there are good school houses where good private 
schools are maintained for a t«rm of five months, and where, by 
supplemeuting these with the public schools, the comniuuities are 
enabled to reap the advantage of a full scholastic year. The houses 
in these districts have been built as far as possible by private means, 
and then completed by the public money. The school money has 
thus been saved, and the result is that the public school prospects 
are more encouragiug than in districts where individual efforte 
have been withheld. 



McMINN COUNTY. 

J. A, Hyden, County Superintendent, Athens. 

I regret that sante of the reports of distriels are incomplete. 

have used every means in my power to make this report complcM 



McNAIRY COUNTY. 
T. F. Sanders, County Superintendent, Purdy. 

The success of our schools is greater than that of last year. ThJ 
assessment of taxes has decreased the funds. 

"We have a uniform system of text-books. We have ten graded" 
schools. Directors and the people at large have shown a good in- 
terest. Teachers are not as well qualified as could be desired. If 
■we had more money we could get better teachers. A NormaTJ 
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School for teachers was established by the Teachers' Institute, at its 
last session. Forty per cent, of teachers attend the Institute, and 
they are highly benefited. 

The teachers have not been promptly paid because of the post- 
ponement of the collection of taxes. 



MEIGS COUNTY. 
V. C. Allen, County Superintendent, Decatur. 
The Superintendent has to rely very much on personal tnow- 
ledge in making up his report, which presents only approximate fig- 
ures. The Connty Court refuses to levy a tax, and the State fund 
is only sufBcient for carrying the schools about two months and a 
half. With this and private subscriptions schools are sustained in 
several districts for five to ten months in the year. 'Phe oullook is 
favorable for public schools, with all the druw-backs. 



MONEOE COUNTY. 
W. H. KiMBROUGH, County Superintendent, Madisonville. 

The public schools are more prosperous than they have been since 
the inauguration of the present system. The public is wide awake 
to the cause of education. In a year or two the county will be well 
supplied with good, comfortable school houses. Teachers are grow- 
ing better fitted for their work. There are more pupils in attend- 
ance than ever before. Some amendments areconeededlo be needed 
to the law. The fund should be paid out by one man, so that cor- 
rect accounts maybe kept. Test books should be uniform in the 
county . 

Many of our people believe that education should be coinpulBory. 
There is also a growing sentiment in favor of a County Board of 
Education, which will enforce greater responsibility, unity and in- 
telligence in the management of the public schools, and will avoid 
fraud, embezzlement, etc. 

Below is a report of the County Trustee, showing the amount 
of school fund paid out by him lor the year 1876 to May 19th, 
1877:— 
Poll Tax $ tJ20 00 
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JFrom State 999 60 

" County 999 50 

Semi-annual Interest 727 97 

Privilege Tax 348 04 

Total 83,703 01 

All of our indebtedness for the last scholastic year will be paid off 
by January 1st., 1878. 

I - 1 

I MONTGOMERY COUNTY. M 

\ M, G. Cahney, County Superintendent, Clarksvitle. ■ 

Our schools, in every part of the county, are gaining favor with 
the people. The reports from diieotors are that we have had better 
teachers, better attendance and better advancement than we ever had 
before. Since the general Institute held at Clarksville we have 
entered a new era. Our eehools in Clarksville, under the superia- 
tendency of Mr. Brooks, I take great pleasure in saying, are Uyfl 
many respects superior to any I have seen. H 

I MOORE COUNTY". V 

W, W. Gordon, County Superintendent, Lynchburg. H 

Public schools have not attained a successful standard with u^H 
though, I am proud to say, there are some exceptions to this rule. 
The failure has arisen from unsuitable school houses, iDcompctent 
school officers, low grade of teachers, and a general pojmlar apathy. 
The postponement of the collection of taxes exercised a detrimental 
influence. 

The school finances are now on a sound basis, but this was reacbi 
ed by a suspension of the schools until former indebtednea 
was cancelled. 

I have organized a Teachers' Institute, and have found that the* 
people have been more aroused in school matters than ever before. 
I suggest the change of the scholastic year to a more convenient 
beginning; also a provision by which the lines of school districta | 
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may be changed, and the payment of teachers direct by the Trustee. 
The present system certainly presents peculiar temptations to pec- 
ulation. 



MOEGAN COUNTY. 

E. H. Booth, County Superintendent, Wartburg. 

During the scholastic yfear, ending 31st August, 1877, schools 
were taught in only one district, on account of former indebtedness, 
though at the present writing about twenty schools are open. The 
additional property and poll tax levied by the County Court will 
serve to pay off all indebtedness and keep up the schools about 
three or four months. They will probably be continued by private 
subscription. 



OBION COUNTY. 

W. F. Shropshire, County Superintendent, Rives. 

We have had a most glorious and successful year for the public 
school system in Obion County. We have gained a complete vic- 
tory at the polls, in voting a sufficient* school tax, and the voice of 
our people is pronounced for the system. In consequence of this 
vote, our County Court levied a tax of 30c. on property. We have 
had some magnificent schools. I am satisfied that the establish- 
ment of a County Board of Education, composed of one director 
from each district, would produce better results than the present iso- 
lated system. 



OVERTON COUNTY. 
E. L. Ferril, County Superintendent, West Fork. 

The schools have been better taught than they were during the 
previous year. The people take more interest. There is a general 
uniformity of text books. Both directors and citizens have mani- 
fested an unusual interest, by visiting the schools. About 50 per cent, 
of teachers are deficient in qualification. Some new school houses have 
been erected during the year. I have visited nearly all the schools in 
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the County since the first of August and have addressed the peo] 
frequently. I found considerable progress. About half the schi 
houses are in a comfortable condition, while the others are inferior, 
Thri'e-fourths iiave black-boarda and some have globes, charts and 
maps. A Teachers' Institute has been organized, and meets month- 
ly. It has proven advantageous to teachers.' An obstacle to our 
success is the lack of funds to continue our schools to a sufficient 
term. There were no schools in two districts during the past year, 



] 



ROANE COUNTY. 
L. K. Matthews, County Superintendent, Kingston, 

Notwithstanding the inefficiency of school ofiici.rs and teachers, 
there is a growing interest in favor of our school system. The 
people are awakeuing to a sense of their duty and responsibility in 
the matter. There is yet a great lack on the part of those interest- 
ed in educational matters, especially the County Court, whose duty 
it is, as I understand, (Sec. 39, School Law), to prolong the scliools 
five months by voting a sufficient tax for that purpose. No part 
of the State feels this embarrassment more than the mountain coun- 
ties of East Tennessee, 

The condition of school houses has been a great draw-back 
the schools, though there is an increasing interest in the erectioi 
of better houses. 

There is a lack of proficiency in those who propose teacbioj 
also of School officers in keeping records. I have determined 
overcome the former difficulty by requiring each applicant to re 
a strict standard of qualification. 



I 



RHEA COUNTY. 

N. Q. At.LEN, County Superintendent, Washington. 
This report is lacking in fullness; but the last Superintendent^ 
who held the office during the scholastic year, just closed, either did 
not furnish blanks to clerks and treasurers, or they fiiiled to report 
to him. 



A 
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We have had some good schools, but the benefit from the public 
schools in this county, has been very slight. 



PUTNAM COUNTY. 
A. T. Anderson, County Superintendent, Cookeville, 

Owing to the very short time in which I have had to gather and 
prepare the various reports, many of them falling far below what 
they should contain. I perhaps may not meet your expectation®. 
There is not a clerk and treasurer's report in my office, excepting 
that of scholastic population. 

We have about fort}' school houses, but few of them are suitable 
for schools in late autumn or winter. 



POLK COUNTY. 

J. L. MiLBURN, County Superintendent, Benton. 

Schools are generally prosperous. Teachers are better qualified, 
having profited by experience. Directors are negligent. 



PEREY COUNTY. 

L. C. Waggoner, County Superintendent, Farmers' Valley. 

The cause of education in this county is at a very low ebb. There 
are not sufficient funds for the purpose, and, in a large majority of 
the schools, the teachers are incompetent. I have notified the teach- 
ers that they must undergo rigid examinations hereafter, and if not 
found entirely qualified to teach, certificates will not be issued to 
them. 

Our County Court has failed or refused to levy any tax. I have 
addressed the citizens in all portions of the county on this ques- 
tion, and I feel confident that a tax will be levied. The amounts 
apportioned to our school district, last year were much smaller than 
they should be on account of the failure of the tax collector to pay 
over about $2,000 of the school fund due. Judgment was rendered 
against him and his sureties in the Circuit Court, from which an 
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appeal was taken to tlie Supreme Court, and judgment 
Bonfesso again rendered against them. In the great magnanimit 
of their hearta the County Court released all the parties from th( 
judgments. Hon. Thomas Whittnell (the County Judge) gave 
attention to this release and ordered the sheriff to proceed and ool 
lect the money. 

In my travels over the county, I found the school houses in 
deplorable condition, and upon this subject, I think, I have arouR< 
the people, and they are taking steps in some neighborhoods to buili 
good, comfortable honacs. 

I organized a Teachers' Institute in October, and was mut 
pleased with the zeal and energy with which the teachers went 1 
work. It is my determination to do all in my power to advance tl 
standard of education of this county, regardless of pecuniary beni 
fit, aud look for my pcward to tlie educated men and women of th 
rising generation. 



ROBERTSON C^OUNTY. 
W. C. Dbsson, County Superintendent, Springfield. 
Public schools are gaining somewhat in favor with the people, I 
I tliink, but not sufficiently yet to give us an increase of funds with 
, which to improve their general condition. 

There have been no special manifestations of interest that I can 
[, mention, save that the little "leaven" is within the great lump, and 
I is slowly but surely doing its work. 



RUTHERFORD COUNTY. 

G. H. Bahkette, County Superintendent, Murfreesboro, 
We have had a number of schools in operation, hut most of them 
J have been for short terms. The i»ost|ionement of the collection of 
I t&X03 interfered materially with the school-work, but nevertheless, 
I the cause of popular education has made some progress, aud has 
r grown in favor with the people. We may look forward to more 
[ prosperous scliools for the next year. 

The ]>er cent, of enrollment on scholastic population, has been 
f about .57, which consideriug the circumstuuees, is a good report, and 
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the per cent, of attendance upon the enrollment indicates the ap- 
preciation of the schools by the patrons. 

The accounts kept by the clerks and treasurers do not show the 
exact sources, since all moneys received from taxes are reported '*as 
received from County." . I have taken steps to have these accounts 
kept accurately. The *'Total amount received'' includes balances 
on hand at the end of previous year. 

The report of private schools is approximately correct. I hope, 
by another year, to have careful and oflBcial estimates on all 
school property. I have not yet held any County Institutes, but 
have arranged for several to be held this Fall. 

The obstacles to success are the indifference of directors ; the num- 
ber of teachers who do not reach a high standard of competency; 
and uncomfortable school houses. We are endeavoring to remedy 
each of these serious defects. I find the system growing in favor, 
notwithstanding these abuses. 

I have hopes of the increased stability and influence of our 
schools ; and I most cordially commend the active and efl&cient la- 
bors by yourself in the State in upbuilding and giving character to 
the public school system. 

During the year I have appointed 25 directors, owing to the fail- 
ure to hold elections. I have endeavored to select intelligent m^n 
who were interested in the school system. 

In conclusion, I will add, that, unfortunately, I think, for the 
county, the compensation allowed by the County Court does not 
justify the Superintendent in giving his whole time to the schools, 
and he is not justified in neglecting his other business to do what 
is so much needed in the school work. 

It is my opinion that the public school system can never be what 
it should be until the County Court is willing to pay a competent 
and energetic Superintendent a sufficient salary to justify him in 
devoting his whole time and energies to the important labors of the 
oflBce. 



SCOTT COUNFY. 

J. L. Cross, County Superintendent, Huntsville, 

I have had schools organized in each district except two, which 
were largely in debt. Our teachers are generally deficient, al- 
though there are some good teachers. 
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I tbiulc the school interest is somewhat increasing. The district- 
clerks have wholly failed to make reporte tome, 



SEQUATCHIE COUNTY. 

A. D. Stewart, County Superintemleni, Dunlap. 
I think the cause of public eehoolB is improving. We have a 
better class of teachers than we have had for three years. We are 
greatly deficient ioBchool houses, and need a higher grade of teach- 
ers and more money. We ought also to have a compulsory law. 
The Congressional District Institute did ua great good. A few 
mch meetings would wake the people up on the subject of ed- 
ition. 



SEVIER COUNTY. 

J. F. Leak, County Superintendent, Catteilshiivg. 

The schools for this year were Very irregular iu opening on ac- 
count of the difficulty in obtaining competent teachers. By the 
postponement of the collection of taxes, those who taught last year 
have received but a small portion of the money due them. 

Our schools this year are a decided improvement over any we 
have ever had. I find the enrollment larger and the attendance 
more regular. The great difficulty iu mountain counties is irreg- 
ular attendance, It is a lamentable fact that the persons for whom 
the free schools are intended derive the least benefit from them. I 
therefore favor compulsory education. 

Notwithstanding all drawbacks the change that our free school 
system is working in the enlightenment of the rifing generation is 
remarkable. If these children never have any other advantages 
they will at least gather many practical ideas necessary to com- 
prehend the duties of life. The conviction is deepening in the 
minds of thoughtful citisena that to give permanence lo liberty and 
develop our boundless resources they must educate the children. 

The teacher, the superintendent and the statesman should dis- 
countenance every man and measure that tends to impair onr sys- 
tem of free education, or to close the gales of knowledge against 
■(lie masses of the people. 
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Oiir teachers are making considerable progress both in attain- 
ments and the theory of instruction. We have two excellent High 

Schools. 



SHELBY COUNTY. 

G. P FouTE, County Superintendent, Mirrapliis. 

I have the pleasure to report that the. schools for the most part 
have been successfully conducted — averaging quite the five months 
contemplated by law, and in some few of the districts as much aa 
eight mouths, notwithstanding a falling off in our school revenue 
of twelve thousand nine hundred and one dollars and seventy nine 
cents. 

I have personally visited the schools and the Directors at their 
\ houses, and at some public gatherings and examinations have ad- 
dressed the people. 

There was a failure to elect directors in sixteen districts, and I 
have used the utmost discretion iu filling the vacancies. Want of 
school houses is a serious draw-back, though our cruuty is vastly 
better off than some others. 

We have the use of many churches — especially for colored schools, 
and nearly all the private school houses have been turned over to 
us. 1 agree with you that if we had commodious school houses, 
much dissatisfaction would disappear. 

Of the teachers in my county I am proud. A better set both 
white and colored cannot be found in the State. 

I cannot close without heartily congratulating you and the State 
on the success of your Congressional District Institutes. The one 
held at Lagrange was a most charming as well as useftd occasion. 
It has given tone, direction and dignity to our great cause. 



SMITH COUNTY. 

LoKENZO Stow, County Superintendent, Rome. 

There were only eight schools taught in the county from January 

to September — the directors thinking it best to reserve the money 

for full schools. 

I am happy to say that the public schools arc more popular ta 
this county than they have ever been before. 
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STEWART COUNTY. 
J. R. Lawkencb, County Sajjerintendant, Indian Mound. 

I have the pleasure of reporting steady improvement in the cl 
acter of leaching, management and discipline. I have not visit-ed * 
the schools on account of the small compensation allowed me. I 
am decidedly of the opinion that supervision ought not to be dia- 
penaed with. 

If superintendents were allowed a salary sufficient to enable them 
to visit all the schools, a new interest would be awakened in both 
teachers and people. 

Our teachers are doing a noble work; over half of them are hold- 
ing first grade certificates. 

In many districts there are few colored children, and in some 
none. lu some instances, therefore, we have united the children of 
two or three districts. We have done for them the beat that could 
be done under the cireum stances. 

White schools have been taught in all the districts but two. I 
note nn opposition of importance to public schools. 



SULLIVAN COUNTY. 
W. H. GiESi^EH, County Superintendent, Union Depot. 

The present system of education has its defects. Sullivan connty 
is a failure. The meagre sum appropriated by the State greatly re- 
tards our private school interests. 

Some of our leading magistrates claim that the court has no right 
to levy a tax for school purposes, because the question was lost at 
the ballot box in 1875. Objection is made to any increase of tax- 
ation for any purpose by many of our leading citizens. They claim 
that the burden of taxes falls upon real estate. Tliey would be in 
favor of levying a school tax if levied upon all property. 

In neighborhoods where the people are able to supplement the 
school by subscription, the schools are kept up about five months in 
the year. 
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SUMNEE COUNTY. 

W. D. CoRKRAN, County Superintendent, Gallatin. 

In canvassing Sumner county, I have encountered every con- 
ceivable objection to our system, but that which most impedes its 
progress is the general apathy prevailing among the friends of 
free schools. 



TIPTON COUNTY. 
Wm. Page, County Superintendent, Covington. 

I am glad to say to you that our school work in this county is 
giving better satisfaction than formerly. We are now out of debt 
and generally pay off our teachers at the end of each month, and 
always at the end of each term, except in one district. 

The school cause is gaining upcm the confidence of the people. 
We are endeavoring to consolidate our public schools with the well- 
established private schools, thus preventing conflict and securing 
the support of teachers of long experience and known ability. We 
have in this county several well established high schools, supported 
by large tax-payers, and unless we consolidate with them, they will 
lose their interest in the public school cause. By pursuing this 
course, we extend the benefits of our schools to all, and secure the 
services of the best teachers.* We also keep the standard of public 
school education as high as possible. 



TROUSDALE COUNTY. 

Mrs. E. B, Barksdalb, County Superintendent, Hartsville. 

By comparing the report of this year with that of last year, I find 
the condition of the schools much improved. The directors inform 
me that the public pulse is growing stronger in favor of public 
schools, and it is earnestly believed that the tax will be levied the 
next year. Nearly all the schools in the county are consolidated, 
thus rendering the fund more beneficial, though they have not been 
reported as such* 



I tn 
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UNICOI COUNTY. 
W. G. Anderson, County Superintendent, Vanderbilt. 
It is impoBsible to get directors to fill the blanks, therefore, I am 
unable to make a full report. 



UNION COUNTY. 
A. L. Miller, CountT Superintendent, Sharp's Chapel. 
The schools opened this year under. very favorable circumstancee. 
The directors seem to be impressed with the importance of their 
duties, which has given an impetus to the cause in general, and ad- 
vanced the efBeiency of teachers. There has been the largest at- 
tendance that has ever been since 1873. I have visited nearly all I 
the schools and find them, with few exceptions, doing well. 



VAN BUREN COUNTY. 
"Wm. W. Simpson, County Superintendent, Spencer. 
Mr. Hillis, the former Superintendent, having died, I took charge 
if this office late in June. Reports of district clerks are meagre and 
imperfect, and do not enable me to approximate to correctness. 
There were, however, short sessions taught in all the districts ex- 
cept the first. The discipline and attendance were about as for- 
merly. There are but few houses fit for winter schools. There is 
no uniformity of lext-books. The grade of teachers is low, for the 
reason that the iund is too small to attract first class teachers 

SBurritt College, at Spencer, under the presidency of the venerable 
Dr. Carnes, is doing valuable service. 
no 



WAREEN COUNTY. 

J. J. WOMACK, County Superintendent, McMinnvIlle. 

I feel warranted in saying that our schools have been taught by 

efficient class of teachers this year than any previous year, 

notwithstanding the very small salaries paid — about one-half of 
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■them being persons of culture and experience. Some of the dis- I 
■'trict boards are men of very liberal views, and offered such sala-' 
■ xies as to secure the best teachers. Our County Institute has ae- 
[■ complished much good, and I aliall take pleasure in fostering it. 

In my opinion the people of the State owe a lasting debt of grat- 
litude to His Excellency, Governor Porter, for preventing the vir- | 
L tual repeal of the public school law. My observation has shown I 
me that any dissatisfaction that may exist in the public mind i 
gard to the law does not arise so much from its imperfeclions as I 
from the failure to execute fully its provisions. The people of I 
Warren.county would offer no objection to it if a sufficiency of mouey f 
could be obtained to comply with its provisions; that is to say, if I 
the County Courts would levy a tax sufficient to prolong the schools I 
five months. 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY. 
H, Presnell, County Superintendent, Jonesborough. 

With one exception we had public schools in every district — being I 
sixty in number. Several private schools were also taught. The f 
average length was four and a half months — the same as last year. 
The improvement both io method and management excelled that of I 
any previous year. The teachers as a rule had remarkable success. 

I feel safe in saying that abundant success crowned the efiorta of J 
the friends of public schools. 

Two county Institutes and six school district Institutes were i 
held. A congressional district Institute and Teachers' Convention | 
was held at Jonesboro in August, 1877. The State Sup't., 
County Supt's, and over fifty Teachers were present. A number I 
of college Presidents, college Professors, Clergymen, Physicians J 
and Lawyers took part in the exercises. 

The indebtedness of the districts has been removed, and there^ 
are no debts outstanding. The new school year begins auspicious- 
ly. Nearly every district has surplus funds on hand. The county 
has never before been out of debt since I have had anything to do i 
■with her public schools. A number of Teachers attended the South 1 
Normal School during the session, and nearly all of them are now 1 
teaching. If we had efficient teachers, many of the difficulties now J 



I 
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embarrasaiiigour public schools would disappear. The great want I 
is thorough teaching. 

The salary of the County Superintendent has been reduced to 
^250 a year. The wages of the teachers have also been reduced — the 
average being about $29 a month. This should not be taken as 
evidence of decline in the school interests of the county, but strin- 
gency of money matters forced every possible economical measure, 

I visited all the districts during the year — some of the schools 
number of times. I found the teachers striving to improve their ' 
schools. I deem it not improper to attribute much of the i 
that baa crowned our efforts, to the faithfulness of the teachers. 



WEAKLEY COUNTY. 

A. E. Duke, County Superintendent, Gleason Station, 

Soon after I was elected to the office of Superintendent, 1 visited 
every school district, advocating public schools, soliciting the peo- 
ple to levy a larger tax to make their schools successful. 1 invok- 
ed them to build better houses, and pay more attention to thmc 
teachers. I think some good has been accomplished. 



WHITE COUNTY. 
J. M. Johnson', County Superintendent, Darkey Springs, 
Our schools have done very well. I visited all with two or three 1 
exceptions. Sickness has reduced the average attendance some- 
what. 



WAYNE COUNTY. 
Jonathan Mobris, County Superintendent, Waynesboro. 

[The Superintendent of this county failed to make any report, 
with the exception of the enumeration of the scholastic population, i 
alleging as a reason that the County Court failed to allow him a 
salary for his services]. 
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WILLIAMSON COUNTY. 
C. R. Berry, County Superintendent, Franklin. 

The action of the Legislature, postponing the collection of taxes, 
militated seriously against our schools. 

Had we suffered no such interference, I believe we should have 
averaged nearly five months for all the schools. With resources 
cut off by that act, many of the districts were forced to abridge 
their school terms, and several did not re-open schools until October 
of this year. 

Notwithstanding this disaster, our schools averaged twelve days 
longer than last year, with an increase of three schools and a total 
enrollment of five thousand five hundred aud ninety-eight, against 
three thousand seven hundred and forty-one last year. When 
all this is fairly considered, we can see that public schools are ad- 
vancing rapidly. Six new school houses have been erected during 
the year, and the cost has generally been borne by individuals. 

Two teachers' Institutes, (one white and one colored), have been 
organized. Much good has been accomplished by them, and we 
regard the County Instilute as the right arm of the system. 

Public sentiment is decidedly in favor of free education. We 
rarely ever meet with a man, and nevur a woman, wlio is opposed 
to it. 

WILSON COUNTY. 

H. L. Pickett, County Superintendent, Lebanon. 

The great difficulty with public school education in this county 
is a want of funds sufficient to sustain the schools five months. 

The system is growing in popular favor, and the schools have 
been more efficient than at any time since the war. But their dura- 
tion is too short. They are in operation only about three months 
in the year, and not as regularly attended during this time as is de- 
sired. In some localities where directors have held the funds over 
for one year, they have prolonged the schools for five months, and 
the result is they are equally as successful as private schools. In 
such localities the people are highly in iavor of public schools. 

This fact proves conclusively that if all the public schools of the 
county could be kept in operation for five months in one year, the 



J 
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I people would lay aside their prejudices against free ediiuatioo, and 
vote an additional tax lorscliuol purpot-es. 

I believe the Legislature should have levied this tax aa other 
axes for school purposes. Or it nhould have made it directory upon 
the County Courts and not advisory, 



MEMORIATy OF THE STATE TEACHERS' ASSOCIA- 
TION TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

Nakhville, January 31, '1877. 
To the Honorable Senate and House of ReprenenlaHvcg : 

Gkntlembn: — Yonr memorialists, representing the State 
Teachers' Association, which lias recently been reconvened i 
fifth biennial seasion, would respectfully present the following brief | 
summary of the settled convictions and matured conclusions of that \ 
body. 

A retrospect of the working of our school law tor the past two 
years shows results not as flattering as might have been accom- 
plished in more prosperous times, yet sufficiently eni'ouraging to 
coiivincc all who will inform themselves of its true merits, that it 
embodies a good system, and that it is firmly established and grad- 
ually growing intopopularlavor. As walient points unquestionably 
evincing its success, we would enumerate the following: There- 
ports of statistics and facts, from which alone present condition can 
be known or future progress hoped, are better understood and more 
promptly forwarded by the schiMjl officers. According to these, to 
speak in round numbers, of the four hundred and twenty thou- 
sand children of school age in the State, about two hundred thou- 
sand have been enrolled and have attended school, perhaps an 
average of three months in the year, at a cost of less than one 
dollar each per month. This is a great gain upon the status under 
the county .system superseded four years since. For these and 
other weighty rciisons doubtless patent to you, we would earnestly 1 
urge that the scliool law shall, in its essential features, be "let I 
alone." Especially would we protest against its being emascu- 1 
tated and rendcrud praclieally inoperative by abolishing cither or I 
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both of the oflBces of State and County Superintendent, or to legis- 
lation that will lead to their being filled by inefficient incumbents. 
An immediate result of such an innovation would be the loss to the 
State of fifteen thousand dollars now derived from the Prabody 
education fund, as we are informed by Dr. Baruas Sears that the 
trustees will not extend aid to systems destitute of such authorized 
representatives. Let such action as may be taken be in the direction 
of conferring greater powers of control on these officers, and estab- 
lishing State and county boards of education to counsel with and 
sustain them, and having full power to dispose of all questions as 
to location of schools, selection of text-books, qualifications of 
applicants for positions as teachers and school officers. In order to 
secure these and other supplementary measures, demonstrated by ex- 
perience to be necessary to the practical application and improve- 
ment of the system, we respectfully recommend the passage of a 
bill of amendments to the school law prepared by Hon. Leon Trous- 
dale, State Superintendent, as embodying the views of himself, the 
County Superintendents, the public school teachers, and the members 
of this Association. By its adoption, not only will the school system 
be rendered more efficient but quite an advance will be made in an 
economical point of view, since, by the changes suggested, there will 
result an annual saving to the State of more than thirty thousand 
dollars from the salaries of county superintendents and district 
treasurers and census-takers. 
Most respectfully submitted, 

Neill S. Brown, Sr. 
N. T. LuPTON, 
W. P. Jones, 
John Frizzejll, 
S. Y. Caldwell, 
Memorial Committee. 
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TABLE I. 

Statement of the Scholastic Population of Tennessee, b'iween the ages 
of six and eighteen years, on the SOth day of June, 1877, as ■ 
enumerated by the Distrid, Clerks and Ireasurera, and ' 
leported by the Superintendent for the various Counties to the I 
State Superintendent of Public Institution. 



Anderson 

Bedford 

Beaton 

Bledsoe 

Bloimt 

Bradley 

Campbell , . . . 

Cauoon 

Carroll 

Carter 

Chealham . . . 
Claiborne .... 

Clay 

Cocke 

Coffee 

Crockett 

Tumberland. , 

Davidson 

Decalnr 

DeEalb 

Dickson 

Djer 

Fayette 

Fentreas 

Franklin 

Gibson 

Giles. 

Grsinger... .. 

Greene 

Grundy 

Hamblen.... 
Hamilton. . . . 
Hancock., .. 
Hardeman . . . 

Hardm 

Hawkins. 

Haywood . , . 
Henderson. , . 

Hickman .... 

Haraphreys.. . 
Jackson 



Male. Female. ^°',^_ Male. Female. ^^|^}^ 

1.470 
3,072 
1 SOT 



1,740 
1,946 
2,54T 



3,3ia 
4^531 

1,472 
6,689 I 
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Jeiferson . . . , 
Johns9n 

Landenlale . . 
Lawrence. ..,, 

Iilocolu 

Loudon 

Uacon 

Madison 

MEirion 

^HarsbaU .... 

Maury , 

McMInn 

McNairy... . 

Monroe 

Montgomery . 

Uoore 

Morgan 

Obion 

O»erton 

Polk.".'..;.'. 

Putnam 

Rhea. 

Roane 

BobertaoD. . 
Hutberford.. 

Bcott 

Sequatchie.. . 

Beyier 

Shelby 

Smith 

Stewart, 

Sullivan 

Sumner 

Tiptou 

Trousdale . . . 
Unicoi 

Tan Buren . 

"Warred 

Washington. . 

Wayne 

Weakley .... 

Whue 

Williamson. . 
Wilaon 



Hale. Female. 

2,133 l.SHS 

1,009 ■ 1,02B 

3,734. 4,330 



3,096 
1,536 
2,01T 



1,S1H 
2,448 
Z,34U 
1,8T6 



2,167 
5,541 
1 975 
1,441 
a,SS9 
2,-111 
1,210 



4,02611 
2,12i 
7,954 



2,960 


fl,097 




2,417 


1,085 


2,346 


2,098 


4,193 


1,23H 


2,67: 




3,99! 






2,057 


4,17( 




5,161 


fle7 


1,961 


1,903 


4, OK 




4,481 




1,706 


fi«5 


l,34f 


2,700 


6,567 




3,376 


I.OBS 


2,115 




2,434 



4,417 
10,914 
4,061 
2,959 



4,179 
2,790 
5,647 



2,607 
8 119 
2,934 
5,650 
11,716 
4,979 
5,858 
2,215 
4,341 



817 
4,663 
21,847 
5,208 
8,591 
5,160 
7,018 
5.099 
1,837 
958 
3,858 



4,618 
8,165 
0,797 



330,935 56,797 54,729 111,533 442,458 
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TABLE II. 

Semi-annual Apporlionmmt of Interest on ike permanent State School 
Fandjor April, 1877, and October, 1877, among the several eoun- 
tiea, according to Scholastic J'opulation. 



APRIL, 1S7T, I OCT., 1877, 



Semi-annuril Bemi-animBl 



Anderson , . 
Bedford . . , 

Bunton 

Bledsoe .... 

Blount 

Bradley 

GampbeU . . 

Caunoii 

CarroU 

Carter .... 
Cbbathnm . . 
Claihume . . 

Clay 

Cocke 

Coffee 

Crockett . . . 
Cumberland 
Davidson . . 

Decatur 

DeKalb.,.. 
Dickeon . . . 

Fayette 

Fentress . . . 
Franklin ., . 

Gibson 

GUeE 

Grainger... 
Greene .... 

Gmndy 

Hamtilen. . . 
Hamilton . . 
Hancnck. . . 
Hardeman . 

Hardin 

Hawkins. . . 
Haywood . , 
Henderson . 

Hickman . 
Houston . . . 
Humphreys 
Jackson . . . 

James 

■feff erBon , . 
Johnson . . . 



i 552 as 

1,317 12 
4^2 24 
320 01 
816 35 
6U 26 
550 40 
619 15 

1,049 fll 
510 61 
41fi 84 
064 IS 



583 04 

783 75 

1,535 98 

274 34 

8BT 30 

1,566 74 

1,750 B5 

601 07 

1,211 65 

264 27 

493 63 

41 a 56 

1,117 63 

757 19 

1,001 12 

1,148 38 

904 59 

1,086 10 

570 36 

179 71 

534 Si 

S81 12 

222 2S 

883 67 

378 51 



318 36 
673 20 
634 11 
603 26 
230 51 

S,U80 12 
410 63 
695 95 
549 36 
738 38 

1,487 86 
368 39 
845 47 

1,476 32 

1,649 55 
667 10 

1.141 58 
349 00 
465 11 
799 99 
388 71 



537 42 
169 33 
503 39 
647 66 
209 41 
833 55 
B56 64 



$ 1,078 39 
2,658 17 

056 04 

621 53 
1,683 60 
1,331 88 
1,069 01 
1,202 54 
3,039 18 

993 12 

807 66 
1.289 88 

65B 26 
1,387 67 
1,307 09 
1.344 61 

475 16 
7,585 77 

846 44 



1t1 



i 40 



8,400 20 

1.169 16 
3,358 13 

613 27 

958 74 

1,649 03 

801 26 

3.170 70 
1,470 64 
1,044 42 
2,230 39 
1,756 93 
3.109 06 
1,107 78 

349 04 
1,037 63 
1.1 



431 f 
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APRIL, 1877. 


OCT., 1877. 


TOTAL. 


COUNTIES. 


Semi-amiual 
InterBsl. 


Sumi annual 
intereat. 


For tlie Tear. 




1 1,749 25 
161 SO 
648 49 
4f2 51 
111 m 

1,261 37 
488 41 
434 93 

1,444 72 
434 93 
917 60 

2,065 07 
859 79 
947 89 
378 60 
788 77 

1,384 65 
332 B7 
208 38 

1,137 00 
591 56 
403 87 
415 45 
607 Be 
366 63 
707 52 
964 93 

1,795 61 
268 08 
135 78 
793 29 

3,758 58 
831 31 
835 64 
854 Of) 

1,166 03 
870 90 
311 60 
175 89 
493 6'2 
119 46 
750 40 
769 68 
568 36 

1,134 80 • 
564 63 

1,447 50 

1,374 68 


$ 1.648 25 
*15l 98 
811 04 
454 64 
lOG 30 
1,188 64 
460 30 
409 81 
1,361 29 

409 81 
864 61 

1,945 83 
810 14 
893 34 
354 84 
743 33 

1,304 69 
313 45 
196 32 

1,073 40 
557 38 
380 37 

410 30 
673 41 
836 03 
086 66 
898 79 

1,691 93 
252 60 
137 94 
747 48 

8,541 56 
783 31 
598 93 
804 74 

1,099 54 
820 61 
393 66 
166 73 
465 33 
112 66 
707 07 
725 83 
633 66 

1,069 27 
532 03 

1,303 91 

1,295 20 


S 3,397 50 






Landerdale 


1,259 63 
937 15 












948 61 
















1,782 31 




4,010 00 


McMipn 


1,069 93 




731 44 






Montgomery 


2,689 34 
















781 04 




845 76 












1 a74 18 
















303 72 












1.614 02 






Sullivan - 


1,658 SO 




1,891 51 












958 84 












1,494 91 




1,100 02 








1,096 65 




8,811 41 


■Wilflon. 


3,069 78 


Total 


J75,375 00 


J7 1,023 65 


$140,397 65 
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7 the number of Teachers employed, and the number of Schools 
in each county. 



Ho. of Teapbers Employed. 



^ 



Anderson I 

Bedford I 

Benton 

Bledsoe 

Blount 47 

Bradley 35 

Cwnpbell 43 

Cannon 48 

Carroll 55 

Carter 23} 

Cheatham i 

Claiborne 25J 

Ciay 14 

Cocke 43| 

Coffee 33i 

Crockett e| 

Cumberland 3 

Davidson 64 

Decatur 14 

DeKalb ? 63 

Dickson 87 

Dver 18 

Payette SB 

PentresB. 16 

Franklin S6 

Oibsou 34 

Giles 73 

Grainger 45 

Greene 85 

Grundy 9 

Hamblen 24 

Hamilton 39 

Hancock 18 

Hardeman, 38 

Hardin 14 

Hawkins 49 

Haj wood 34 

Henderson 49 

Henry 29 

Hickman 

Houston. 9 

Humphreys 20 

J ackson 45 

James. 



6 
1ft 


3 
14 


2 





7 









II 


II 


H 


1 


7 


1 


4 





1 



1 



f> 






+ 


H 


II 


r; 


II 


■Af 


V 


4 


V, 


7 


1 


fi 


;i 


f 




4fi 


f< 


C 


<' 




'> 


If 


V 


;is 


11 


4 




11 


<. 


1 


< 


■1 


r> 


11 


1 


V 


<! 


15 
R 


3 


9,t 


1 

7 


7 


1 


» 


3 


Jl 


n 


J- 


1 


( 


i 





I 



No. of Schools in each 
County. 
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TABLE ill.— Continued, 





No. of Teachers employed. 


No. of Schools in « 


Mujh County. 


Counties. 


• 

® 

1 


i 


•1 

2)52 

1 




1 ^ 


1 


1 

•3 


3 

o 
H 


6-?- 


1 . 


Jefferson 


38 
25 
88 

9 

7 
22 
11 
67 
25 
37 
48 
41 
28 
50 
46 
83 
16 
46 
17 
14 


72 
48 
27 
27 
37 

9 
39 
27 
55 
15 
12 
51 
41 
38 
39 
30 
53 
14 
21 

6 
40 
10 
46 
40 


12 
2 

29 
2 
] 
4 


30 
9 
7 

23 

11 
9 

32 

12 
2 
1 
8 

23 
9 
2 

16 

17 



9, 4 


63 
28 

137 
13 
13 
27 
11 

114 
42 
48 


50 

27 
106 

n 

10 
25 
11 
81 
32 
44 
63 
'68 
35 
74 
50 
85 
17 
54 
36 
20 

2 

77 
62 
27 
31 
40 
10 
47 
28 
85 
15 
13 
54 
64 
47 
44 
36 
70 
23 
25 

6 
42 
12 
49 
47 


13 
1 

22 
2 
5 
2 


22 
8 
4 

34 
6 

18 

43 

15 

15 
5 
8 

26 
1 


11 
2 
I 
1 
2 
2 
5 

11 

44 

1 
2 

56 

5 

1 

22 

17 

14 



1 



8 

6 


63 
28 

128 
13 
15 
27 
11 

103 
40 
48 
97 
44 
53 

117 
65 

100 
22 
62 
62 
21 
2 
88 
64 
28 
32 
42 
12 

152 
39 

129 
15 
14 
56 

12U 
65 
49 
37 
92 
40 
39 
6 
43 
12 
57 
53 


1 3i 3 


Johnson 

Knox 

Lake 


1 

13 

2 

4 





21 

8 

3 

33 

9 

13 

22 

10 

7 

5 

7 

17 

1 



7 

2 

1 



7 

1 
1 

6 

1 


1 

28 










1 


3 


1 
6 
6 
6 

2 
7 


5 


1 


9. 

3 



12 
3 



1 





4 



4 

1 


Lauderdale 

Lawrence 


4 



Lewis 

Lincohi 

Loudon 




1 
1 


Macon 


1 


Madison 


21 106 
1 62 : 


9 


Marion 


3 


Marshall 




24 

3 

8 



1 

10 



.0 







1 



1 


5 

9 


"2 

31 
6 
2 


13 
6 

6 



4 


• • 



1 

7 
8 

265 


45 
128 

71 
100 

22 

62 

67 

24 
2 

95 

67 

28 

36 1 

42 

12 

52 

43 
137 

15 

15 i 

56 
195 

65 

49 

42 
100 

42 

39 
6 

43 

13 

59 

58 

• • • • 

28 

50 

103 

69 

5001 


2 


Maury 

McMinn 

McNairy 


5 

3 


Meigs ' 

Monroe 


1 
5 


Montgomery 


3 


Moore 

Morgan 






Obion 

Overton 


4 



Perry 





Polk 


8 


1 


Putnam, 


3 
1 
8 
5 

36 

2 
3 

83 
9 
5 

11 

21 
9 
4 

2 
3 


2 
1 
5 
6 

37 



1 



40 

12 

1 

13 

13 

8 

• 

1 






Rhea 





Roane 

Robert-on 

Rutherford 


4 


4 


Scott 

Sequatchie 






Sevier 

Shelby 




16 


Smith 





Stewart 





Sullivan 

Samner 




Tipton 





Trousdale 





Unicoi 





Union 

Van Buren 


1 




Warren 


4 5 





Washington 


16 


2 


3 


Wayne 




W eakley 


20 
40 
45 

37 

3018 


4 

6 

30 

10 

995 


4 

3 
21 
14 

723 


20 
45 
66 

47 

3640 


3 

4 

26 

22 

964 


23 
49 
92 
69 

4604 


3 

4 


196 


2 


White 


1 


Williamson 

Wilson 


11 
2 


Total 


171 



STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 



> 


^*- 


Ui 


tl 


A 


as 




%.3 





^ i ■ 1 


i 




t 




i 1 


Ip 


i s 




llifiii liijl liifif ill 


isism. 




;;^.^^^5£g 




: 






i 








ij 














£ 


i 




II 

1 


ssl s i 


•5 

.■ 1 


! ^ 


1 1 

3 














i V. WS. 








i 




o 








S 1 „„™ s 


=•2 3^ 5 


1 S5 1=5 


: a ^3S 










i 


■ai»cmjp«oioo "S 




_ «n- 5 


— i- --= 


■Bt«npwoio,, =»« 


.„!„.. H|, 


^-=^a r=5 


i 


■simnoaMWA "S" 


^g^,-.=:,^ =^« = .,.-.^«.-,3-..«2gp 


i 


-"[•M »)PIM 5;ss 


assssaa 


8sss-K?-s53sasaf5 




1 i 

1 = i 


1 j 1 

iiii 


Ij 


m 1 

liilii 





i 


REPORT OF THE 


3 
IS 

I 


1 

5 


i 


i 3 1 

if 1 .k 


•JMeaoM 
"IMiwiOOlIno 


2S22S 


^2 8. Si SS3S 22g SSij |8 ^ 


■snojoo 




eS S.S. 8 3ggSSS88 SS 


s 

1 


■aiTOM^ pwopo 


- 


» 


-"- "-j-j-~."- 


■»|.KP«oioo 


,2„,,.«g^„3„« « „^3^ 30.«gg2j;-^0 


■-™-» 


"■s^^'^s jsa-s "=« s"!?- " ss-a^'s*"- 


■9i«K»Hq« 


SK'-ais3i-°sts» ss sss" assfis^as^ssir 




i 
1 


1 

11 


He 


i \ w \ 

M 

I 
i 

lad »J .. aliJall lla>l 



8TATE SUPERINTENDENT OP PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 




.20 










• • 
^ 1 i 




















• 


Isg 


1 

« 
« 
• 

« 
« 
■ 

• 


1 :S : 

> • • 


« 


« • 


• • • 


: 13 \ 

• ■ • • 


• 


:r-l :r-i3NJO 

> • • • • . 
1 • 


• 


fr-liH 
* . 




io 

• 


• • 




1 Io : 

> * • • 


00 

• 




1.00 
.50 






ii-i : 


• 




Is 




Is 

■ • 






1.00 
.50 


1.00 

***i.*o6 


00 

• 

0» 



^It- 



f3 »0 rH 



104 



IO 



t^ 
C^ 



MiHCS 



i-Ht-CI 



iH-^ 



rH CO iHfH© 



?0 



iHCOOO 



to 

00 



eoeoefl'* 



00 



t"*eoo«QOt- 



00 



CO 



C^»Ot»0»IOrHei»0?0 






'S5S 



1-- 



^i52 






<3> 

CO 



IS 



«i-tC<Jp-0S«0t-0>N«0t-0i«5^ 

iH"* ^«eo«oi-i CO ^^ 



i—t ^ ^ CO 






• ® 

a 

O • H • H 
a n %, Oh! 






I 

5 



"3 



§ 



: M 



a 
o 

00 . 



ii?il&i1ii|lfil|f1|it|llfiliii1i 



80 



REPORT OF THE 



TABLE V. 

Showing the Number of Pupils Enrolled, Average Daily Attendance^ 
Average Number of Days taught during the year, Average Com- 
pensation of Teachers per month, and Average Cost of Tuition per 
Pupil per month. 



COUNTIES. 



Anderson ... 

Bedford 

Benton 

Bledsoe 

Bloant 

Bradley 

OampDell ... 

Cannon 

Carroll 

Carter 

Cheatham ... 
Claibbrne.... 

Clav 

Cocke 

Coffee 

Crockett 

Cumberland, 
Davidson.... 

Decatur 

DeKalb 

Dickson 

Dyer 

Fayette 

Fentress 

Franklin .... 

Gibson 

Gilts 

Grainger .... 

Greene 

Grundy 

Hamblen ..., 
Hamilton.... 
Hancock .... 
Hardeman... 

Hardin 

Hawkins .... 
Haywood ..., 
Hendertion... 

Henry 

Hickman...., 

Houston 

Humphreys.. 
Jackson , 



James. 
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2,440 

6,300 

1,384 

1,360 
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3,034 

2,263 

3,620 

1,944 

1,745 
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1,454 
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86 
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1.15 
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2.54 
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.96 
.65 
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3,670 

1,679 

7.287 

431 

62S 
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656 
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1,875 
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I,'963 

2,38a 

6,706 
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4,625 
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3,467 
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4,413 
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3,3B2 
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100 
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68 
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56 
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% 632 63 
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» 1,960 32 
20,728 49 


$ 102 60 

4,372 75 
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27,623 6-i 
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1,578 36 


2.253 22 
4,493 85 
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26 85 


3,023 22 
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Franklin 


4,713 73 
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5,710 49 
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3,372 51 
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2,802 61 
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1,724 28 
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801 26 
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471 80 
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Lake 
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Madison 

Marion 

Marshall 1,816 75 

Maury 4,127 71 

McMinn I 108 21 

McNairy [ 1,841 23 

Meigs i 687 67 

Monroe 

Montgomery 

Moore 

Morgan 

Obion 

Overt on 



Perry ... 

Polk 

Putnam 
Bhea ... 
Roane .. 



Robertson . 
Rutherford 
ScoU 



1,066 30 
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4,797 93 
20,482 67 

3,723 88 

2,006 54 
748 34 

2,688 31 
284 03 

7,567 83 

8,992 

1,100 
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'■Z 

300 

35e 

197 
240 


131 
59 
161 
32 
255 
284 
133 
















Cannon 


4 


Carter 


8 








8 
10 


8 
10 


202 
232 


166 
138 


1.66 

1.06 














3 
15 


3 
18 


116 
369 


170 


1. 00 
1.68 














S2 
16 
SO 
4 
13 


34 
16 
22 
4 
16 







2.20 
1.44 
1.66 
1,40 
4.00 






610 
191 
330 


305 
247 
68 
258 






















£5 
33 
6 
14 






694 
728 
547 
146 
114 


1.62 
2.2T 
2.37 
1.22 
.94 






30l 1,6]3 










7 
14 


197 
210 














7 
5 


8 

5 


280 
130 


200 


1.50 
1.28 














18 


18 


329 


139 


1.75 










hi 
13 
24 
SI 


38 
20 
25 
33 


958 
411 

531 
1,856 


740 
278 
413 
864 


1.12 
3.33 

1.93 
1.82 
















Hickman 






5 
19 

la 

6 


6 
IS 
17 


126 
368 
609 
120 


80 
282 
404 
110 


1.50 
1.56 
1.22 
1.33 




Humphreya 






James 


8 



BEPOBT OP THE 
TABLE IX—ConUnued. 



c.„™. 






If 

5" 


m 


ti|!l 




s 

4 

26 
6 
7 














4 
28 
6 
9 


94 
477 

270 
160 








432 
105 
20 


1.14 

3.31 
3.12 




Lake 


1 






















38 
5 
2 

23 
5 


43 

e 

ST 
6 


63f 
!8C 

838 
201 


265 
130 
13 

124 


1.62 
1.00 
1.12 
1.87 
1.44 


















8 




58 
i 


61 
5 


1,8!4 


1.387 


1.93 
1.60 
1.66 










650 


516 














876 
576 


521 
143 


1.6S 
3.44 






14 


Id 










6 

I 


i 


165 
440 
150 


126 
310 
110 


1.12 
3.25 
.75 


















5 


B 


180 




1.00 
























23 


22 


603 


387 


1.12 










s-i 


46 


1,127 


896 


1,87 








Sequatchie 


3 
16 


It 


130 
593 


44( 


1.25 
1 27 








































24 


25 


618 


520 


1.10 








Tipton 


11 

6 
10 

5 
20 
16 


IS 
<! 

10 
6 

26 

17 


244 

170 

400 
225 
800 
410 


""86 

"'184 
"338 


2.50 
1.41 

1.00 
1.50 
1.50 
1.25 


4 




























38 

18 
53 


43 
12 
26 


T48 
340 
624 


518 
750 


1.57 
1.25 
2.38 
1.25 
























1,025 


1147' 28,291 


17,218 


|1.4« 
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TABLE X. 

Showing the Number of White and Colored Pupils Enrolled each 
During the Year, not including Counties whose Reports are no\ 
itemized. 



COUNTIES. 



Anderson . . . 

Bedford 

Benton 

Bledsoe 

Blount 

Bradley 

Campbell . . . 

Cannon 

Carroll 

Carter. 

Cheatham . . 
Claiborne . . . 

Clay 

Cocke 

Coffee 

Crockett . . 
Cumberland 
Davidson . . . 

Decatur 

DeKalb .... 

Dickson 

Dyer 

Fayette 

Fentress . . . 
Franklin ... 

Gibso • 

Giles 

Grainger . . . , 

Greene 

Grundy 

Hamblen . . . 
Hamilton . . . 
Hancock. . . 
Hardeman . 

Hardin 

Hawkins . . . 
Haywood. . . 
Henderson . . 

Henry 

Hickman . . . 
Houston . . . , 
Humphreys 
Jackson .... 

James 

Jefferson . . . 

Johnson 

Knox 



No. Pupils Enrolled During Year. 



White. 



2,370 
4,523 
1,348 
1,250 
1,738 
2,641 
2,230 
3,210 
1,707 
1,642 
83 
1,443 

904 

2,479 

1,832 

70 

636 
7 739 
1 265 
3,153 
1,665 
1,122 
1,486 



Colored. 



2.566 
1,772 
4,659 
2,542 
4,345 
521 
1,726 
2,397 
2,108 



1,006 
2,736 
1,417 
1,815 
1,633 

396 
1,179 
1,983 

586 
3 175 
1,630 
6,122 



70 
1,777 

36 
110 
272 
393 

33 
410 
237 
lOS 



11 



303 
217 
145 



3,620 
158 
244 
326 
185 

2,889 



327 
429 
2,358 
125 
325 



318 

1,020 

60 



78 

328 

1,689 

99 
520 

"'93" 
120 

"32 

501 

49 

1,161 



Total. 



2,440 

6,300 

1,384 

1,360 

2,010 

3,034 

2 263 

3,620 

1,944 

1,746 

83 

1,464 

904 

2,782 

2,049 

215 

636 

11,359 

1,423 

3,397 

1,990 

1,307 

4,375 



2,893 
7,307 
2,667 
4,670 
521 
2,044 
3,417 
2,168 
2,014 



1,084 
3,064 
3,106 
2,014 
2,153 

"489 
1,269 
1,983 
618 
3,676 
1,679 
7,287 
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REPORT OF THE 



TABLE X.— Continued. 



COUNTIES. 



Lake 

Lauderdale . 
Lawrence . . . 

Lewis 

Lincoln 

Loudon 

Macon 

Madison .... 
Marion .... 

Marshall 

Maury 

McMinn 

McNairy 

Meigs 

Monroe 

Montgomery. 

Moore 

Morgan . . . . , 

Obion 

Overton 

Perry 

Polk 

Putnam 

Rhea 

Roane 

Robertson. . . 
Rutherford . . 

Scott 

Sequatchie . . 

Sevier 

Shelby 

Smith 

Stewart 

Sullivan . . . / . 

Sumner 

Tipton 

Trousdale . . 

Unicoi 

Union 

Van Buren . . 

Warren 

Washington . 

Wavne 

Weakley 

White 

Williamson . . 
Wilson 



No. Pupils Enrolled During Year. 



White. 



365 
286 
486 
622 
4,090 



Colored. 



1,7-73 
2,256 
1,770 
1,547 
8,686 
3,448 
4,200 
1,603 
3,306 



1,260 
95 
4,307 
2,414 
226 
1,771 



87 
2,255 



3,824 



66 

243 

38 

34 

1,126 



102 
1,765 
193 
835 
3,020 
541 
425 
201 
161 



42 



750 
54 
20 

20 



32 
288 



2,623 



Total. 



431 
529 
524 
656 
5,216 



1,875 
4,021 
1,963 
2,382 
6,706 
3,989 
4,625 
1,804 
3,467 



1,302 
95 
5,057 
2,468 
246 
1,791 



119 
2,543 



6,447 



3,595 
5,604 



140 
4,675 



3,699 
10,279 



2,200 
1,542 
3,145 



433 
2,500 

445 
3,600 
2,509 



515 
1,911 
2,974 

1,935 



171,535 



152 

18 
978 



24 



250 
261 



25 

147 
1,524 
1,062 



43,048 



2,352 
1,560 
4>123 



433 
2,524 

445 
3,850 
2,770 



540 

2,058 
4,498 
2,997 



214,578 



Note* — The total number of Pupils enrolled during the year in all the counties, excepting Fen- 
tress, Hickman, Putnam, Scott and Wajme is 227, (>43. Counties which only report their totals, omit« 
ting to itemize "white" and "colored," are not included in the above table. 
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CIRCULAR TO COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 



Office of State Supehintea'dest (if Public Schools. 
Nashville, Tenn., Dec. — 18T(i. 
I. Wilh a view to gysteraatize and stimulate the holding of gen- 
eral Inatitutea and Coufereuces of Teachers throughout the State 
during the next year, and thereby arouse School Officers, Teachers 
and the friends of Free Sahooh to the importance of improving and 
elevating the standard of Public Instruction in every part of the 
State, I have determined to establish Ten General ImiUute IHslriciSf 
corresponding to the ten Congressional Districts of the State. At 
some suitable point or points within these districts, at least one In- 
stitute or Conference will be held once or more during the year, ' 
which all public and private School Teachers, Sujierintendeiits and 
Directors will be urged to attend. It is particularly desired that 
each County Superintendent within the district shall aeriainlyht 
present. There can be no better method by which he can increase 
hia own efficiency, upon which, in a great measure, will depend his 
success in systematizing and improving school work within his own 
county. It is also believed that by securing the interests of 
County Superintendents in these General Institutes, there will 
follow a permanent organization of County Institutes in each 
county of the State where they have not already been organized. 
From such conferences there will almost certainly radiate an en- 
thusiasm and infiuence which will impel early and active exertions 
to organize, fraternize, and heighten the efiorts of all Free School 
Teachers throughout the State. Such an inspir&tiou is needed, and 
will be furnished by making these District Conferences worthy the 
attendance of the bcM educators in the State. The best local talent 
and experience will be utilized in organizing them. In addition to 
which, I have the pledge of some of the ablest professional lecturers 
to assist, at each one, in developing educational interest and im- 
parting sound instruction, I find, by experience, that the Insti- 
tutes heretofore held have achieved great goodj but their dldusion 



